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COVER PHOTO: Dendrobium Nestor, Den. (anosmum × parishii). 
 

INSIDE COVER PHOTO: Blc. Ports of Paradise 'Papeete' HCC/AOS. 
 

Both plants were grown by Jim Wheeler; photos by Janet Roberson. 
Jim writes that both of these orchids are very fragrant. 
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If you are still getting the printed version, 
switch to the e-edition today, and see all the 
pages of beautiful flowers in full color. 

Speaker: Alfred Hockenmaier 
Topic: The Art of  

Mounted Orchid Culture  ̶ 
Discussion and Demonstration 

Alfred Hockenmaier has been 
growing orchids for close to 30 years 
now and maintains a large, varied 
collection in his two greenhouses. 
His lifetime’s passion for orchids was 
sparked when he began to work at a 
rare and unusual plant nursery; one 
of the owners just happened to be 
an orchid hybridizer! He began to 
grow a few orchids (no harm there, 
right?!), which led to the building of 
one greenhouse and then later a 
second one. He considers the 
greenhouses his ”gym” and the 
flowers his “muscles”; his daily 
commitment to the most alluring and 
seductive of all flowers! 

At the Santa Barbara International 
Orchid Show this past March, Alfred 

garnered three show trophies and 19 
ribbons! Most of the awarded 
orchids were mounted ones.

large garden 
and a large avocado tree;
garden

on talk sharing his tips and secrets 
for mounted orchid care.
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garnered three show trophies and 19 
ribbons! Most of the awarded 
orchids were mounted ones. 

In addition to his orchids, he has a 
large garden filled with mature citrus 
and a large avocado tree; a desert 
garden; and lots of perennials! 

Alfred will be presenting a hands-
on talk sharing his tips and secrets 
for mounted orchid care. 

 

Orange County Orchid Society, Inc. 

 

Meeting Date 

June 19, 2019 
Wednesday each month) 

 

Yorba Linda Public Library 
Community Room (Lower Level) 

18181 Imperial Highway 
Yorba Linda CA  92886 

Doors Open & Set-Up ..................... 6:00 PM 
Plant Judging Set-Up ...................... 6:30 PM 

................................. 7:00 PM 
......................................... 7:30 PM 

Opportunity Table .......................... 9:00 PM 

Officers 
............................. Fred Anderson 

First Vice President ..................... Jeff Young 
Second Vice President ........... Sharon Tanner 
Corporate Secretary ............................ Open 
Membership Secretary.............. Candy Jester 

............................ Susan Scheffler 
President ............. Anne-Line Anderson, 

Nohline L’Ecuyer, & Dana Seelig 

Directors 
........................... Peggie Berry 

& Scott MacIntyre 
............................ Leroy Lance 

& Kathy MacIntyre 
.......................... Jan Anderson 

& Tim Roby 
Chairpersons 

...................... Anne-Line Anderson 
....................... Anne-Line Anderson, 

Janet Roberson, Susan Scheffler, 
& Janet Wilson 

Beginners’ Table .................. MaryAnn Burns 
& Jim Wheeler 

............................. Sharon Tanner 
.............................. Rosa Laursen 

..............................Jan Hennessey 
........................ Anne-Line Anderson 

& Tim Roby 
................................ Rosa Laursen 

Meeting Facilitator ...................... Jeff Young 
Member Plant Sales ................ Rosa Laursen 
Opportunity Table ................. Sharon Tanner 
Orchid Digest Rep. .................. Brenda Ward 

.............................Jan Hennessey 
...............................Jan Hennessey 

 .......................... Janet Wilson 
ocos.ranger16@gmail.com 

 ...................... Malcolm Geffon 
.................................... Rosa Laursen 

................................. Candy Jester 
Website & Graphics ................. Rosa Laursen 

.......... Peggie Berry & Dan Warren 
Website - www.ocos.net 

Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/ 
groups/723079571117930/ 



January 2019 Auction 
Commercial Supporters 

(Complete listing to be in Directory) 

 
Orchid Aficionado 

Alex Allen 
orchidaficionado@gmail.com 
www.orchidaficionado.com 

 

 
Orchid Source Lab & Nursery 

Rafael Acosta Jaramillo 
San Diego CA 

orchidsource@gmail.com 
www.orchidsource.com 

 

 
Orchid Supply.com 

Jen Conaway 
354 N. Lake St. 

Madison OH 44057 
orchids@orchidsupply.com 

www.orchidsupply.com 
 

Orchids Royale 
Jim & Noelle Burkey 

5902 Via Real 
PO Box 1289 

Carpinteria CA  93013 
805.684.8066 

jburkey21@hotmail.com 
 

Don’t forget to check with our 
wonderful supporters first, when 

you’re looking for something new. 

 

  June 2019 Orange County Orchid Society Page 2  

New Members 
Frances Eichler 
Norman Fang 
Kathy Smith 

 
Welcome to OCOS! 

Alfred Hockenmaier with his award-winning plants at the 2019 Santa Barbara Orchid 
Show in March. 

OCOS Board to Meet June 17 
If you’d like to hear what’s 

brewing in terms of speakers and 
events in the coming months, then 
join us at the meeting of the group 
that plans these activities. The board 
meets every even-numbered 
months, typically on the first Monday 
of the month. All members are 
welcome at any board meeting. 

This month, because of schedule 
conflicts, the meeting will be on 
Monday, June 17, at 7:15 PM. 
Contact any board member or 
officer, or email ocos.ranger16@ 
gmail.com for location and 
directions. 

There are ongoing discussions 
about a picnic lunch at a local orchid 
grower’s site, as well as other 
activities or tours. 



2018-2019 
High Point Winners 

 
Standard Cymbidium 

Y.S. Farn 
 

Dendrobium 
Jim Wheeler 

 
Phalaenopsis 

Jeff & Nicole Young 
 

Paphiopedilum 
Jim Wheeler 

 
Botanical 

Jim Wheeler 
 

Oncidium 
Jim Wheeler 

 
Small Laelia 

Janet Roberson 
 

Large Laelia 
Jim Wheeler 

 
Species 

Richard Hess 
 

Vandacious 
Jim Wheeler 

 
Novelty Cymbidium 
Walt & Candy Jester 

 
 

Overall High Point Award 
Jim Wheeler 

 
 

Congratulations  
to all our winner! 
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2018-2019 High Point Winners (left to right): Jeff Young, Nicole Young, Janet Roberson, 
Candy Jester, Richard Hess, Jim Wheeler, and Y.S. Farn. Congratulations to our winners! 

 

 

 
 

June Meeting Activities 
This month all our regular 

activities and tables will be in action: 
 
Speaker 
Membership Table 
Plant Judging 
Refreshment Table 
Beginners’ Table 
Member Plants Sales Table 
Opportunity Table 
 
Please help by bringing your 

plants for judging or snacks to 
share. Remember, each plant or 
snack earns a ticket for our 
Opportunity Table drawing. 

Also, a gentle reminder: It’s time 
to pay your dues. Renewing 
promptly makes it easier to keep 
records, plan, and spend more time 
with the orchids. 

 
Join Us on Facebook 

Between meetings (and 
newsletters) get your fix of orchid 
news and photos at the Society’s 
Facebook page at at https://www. 
facebook.com/groups/72307957111
7930/. 

Recent posting show a lovely 
cypripedium from Norway (courtesy 
of Anne-Line Anderson) and Phal. 
Jiaho Blueberry, posted by member 
Norman Fang, our May speaker. 
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Speaker Norman Fang described how he 
uses sphagnum moss at his nursery in 
Montclair. 

Pictured from left to right, front row: Anne-Line Anderson, Sharon Tanner, Candy Jester, Nohline 
L’Ecuyer, Peggie Barry, Kathy MacIntyre, and Jan Anderson. Back row: Fred Anderson, Jeff Young, Tim 
Roby, and Scott MacIntyre. 

   
The Opportunity Table overflowed with great orchids from Norman’s Orchids. Peggie Berry arranged for a pretty (and tasty) cake. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May Meeting Highlights: 
Installation of New Officers 

and Extraordinary Phals 
The Society welcomed a new set 

of officers and board members, led 
by President Fred Anderson. Norman 
Fang gave us a tour of many new 
hybrids in phalaenopsis, and showed 
us some of the new, extraordinary 
range of shapes and colors to come. 
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Photo Sharing: Plants from the May Meeting 
Photos by Janet Roberson 

 

   

   

 

It’s Membership Renewal Time 
Candy Jester 

 
 
We had a great January auction; 

participation in the Westminster 
show; and the April Mounting 
Workshop—so much fun and so 
well-attended! You just can’t beat 
membership in the Orange County 
Orchid Society! 

Dues for the year are due and 
were payable as of May 31. We 
would like to publish the 2019-2020 
OCOS Directory during August. 
Please be sure that your contact 
information in those pages is 
correct, then send a $15.00 check to 
Candy Jester, Membership Chair, or 
bring your cash or check (preferably) 
to the next meeting. 

Belonging to OCOS and coming to 
the monthly meetings reminds us to 
take care of our own orchid 
collection, to fertilize, and repot. 
When we see the plants brought in 
for judging, the beautiful results of 
other members’ hard work, we are 
inspired to put in quality time on our 
own plants, and realize that they too 
can be awe inspiring. 

What a bargain! OCOS Membership 
is still only $15.00 a year for a family 
living at the same address. 
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What the Plants Are Trying to Tell You 
Janet Wilson 

As still a beginner, I have many 
examples in my collect of orchids 
where things aren’t quite (ahem) 
going as well as they should. So I’ve 
spent a lot of time scouring the 
internet for suggestions as to how to 
correct problems 

So I intend this as a beginner’s 
primer. Plants can’t follow you 
around and meow like a pet cat, but 
nevertheless they are trying to 
communicate. 
 
Limp leaves 

Limp leaves tell you the plant isn’t 
getting water, but it’s generally for 
one of two reasons: 

 
 You water enough (or even too 

much), but the plant’s roots are 
shot (mushy or decayed) 
because the plant needs 
repotting; or 

 You don’t water enough. 
 
Most people fall into the first camp; I 
know I tend to fall into the second 
one. 
 

 
 
For example, I water this phal just 

like all the others, but its limp leaves 
have been saying for some time that 
it’s not getting enough water. It 
neighbors’ leaves are plump, stiff, 
and standing tall—an example of 
how keeping similar plants together 
helps. So what gives? This plant is 
the only one not in bark of some 
sort, so maybe it’s the coconut husk. 
The husk itself looked fine (that is, 
not rotted) but I repotted anyway. 

Pleated leaves 
Early on, I didn’t know what I was 

doing with this oncidium-type orchid. 
Since it sits very high in the window 
sill—to catch the best light—it takes 
effort to water. Extreme lack of 
water led to the pleats you see here.  

 

 
 

Since then, I’ve tried to be more 
watchful of the leaf tips. In October, 
I trimmed all the brown tips off and 
now watch for new ones; this 
ensures that I’m more timely with 
the water for this plant. I also pay 
special attention that the newest 
leaves aren’t showing signs of 
pleating. 

I’ve also left this plant in 
sphagnum moss. 
 
Red-purple leaves 
A red-purple color to leaves is 
pigment that comes out because of 
sunlight. Sometimes it’s both top 
and bottom leave surfaces; 
sometimes only the bottom. 

So the color itself can be a good 
thing—there’s no doubt this Enc. 
guatemalensis is getting plenty of 
light—even the pseudobulbs are 
reddish. But the plant is putting out 

an inflorescence (flower stalk), so 
this might be its optimum color. 

Pale green-yellow leaves can also 
be a good sign in many orchids: If 
the leaves of most cattleyas and 
cymbidiums are forest green, they’re 
probably not getting enough light to 
bloom. 
 
Wandering roots 
Wandering roots are common in 
phalaenopsis, and in cattleyas, too. 
As shown here, they sometimes 
grow upwards. 
 

 
 

I’ve found new roots can crawl 
out of the pot in search of room or 
water; or to escape from potting mix 
that is too decayed. For this vigorous 
Lc. Candy Corn, it was a lack of 
room. I repotted, so am curious to 
see whether it does this next time. 
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Repot Your Plants 
Ray Barkalow 

 
 
[Originally published in Orchids, 
June 2014. Reprinted from AOS 
Corner.] 

Like my earlier Water Your 
Orchids article (January 2014), this 
topic may seem to be awfully basic 
and pretty obvious, but I believe 
that if we understand some of the 
“why” behind the “what” or “how to” 
information we learn, it puts us way 
ahead in our efforts to become 
reliable caregivers to our orchids. 
The question of “when” to repot is 
another that arises frequently, and 
we’ll address that, too. First, a little 
bit about our favorite plants. 

Many of you may have heard that 
“healthy roots means a healthy 
orchid” — again pretty obvious, but 
do you know why that is? Terrestrial 
plants, with their roots buried in the 
soil, do the vast majority of their gas 
exchange processes through 
openings (stomata) in their leaves. 
Orchids, on the other hand, have 
adapted to having far fewer leaf 
stomata as an apparent evolutionary 
strategy to minimize water loss. 
Those that remain are concentrated 
on the bottom of the leaves, and in 
some cases, the plants have 
developed a thick, waxy “cuticle” 
layer, all of which shifts much of the 
gas exchange burden to the root 

system. If we stifle that, we cause 
stress and even death to the root 
cells. 

Let me add a bit more about 
those root cells. As roots grow, they 
“tailor” themselves to the 
environment into which they are 
growing so that they can function 
optimally to support the plant, and 
once those cells have grown, they 
cannot change. We can see the 
implications of that with the 
following scenario: 

A plant is potted up in nice, fresh 
medium, and gets great care, so it 
grows big and strong, sending its 
roots deep into the moist, airy 
medium. Those roots have “tailored” 
themselves on a cellular level to 
function optimally in that particular 
environment. Time marches on, and 
that potting medium starts to 
decompose, breaking down into 
smaller particles and becoming more 
and more compact, holding lots of 
water and starting to restrict air flow 
to the roots. Plus, minerals from 
your water and fertilizers, as well as 
plant waste products have been 
accumulating in the medium as well. 
The environment has definitely 
changed, but the roots have not and 
cannot. 

The black, vertical arrow in the 
image mark the nice depth to which 
the roots grew originally, but judging 
by their color and condition, they are 
failing in that changed environment. 
You will note, though, that there are 
new roots that look entirely different 
(see the yellow circle) that have 
grown from the ends of those old 
roots. Those nice, plump roots have 
grown with their cells optimized for 
that environment, even if it is an 
environment that is bad for the 
original root system. 

One might speculate that the 
plant will therefore be okay, as it 
now has well-functioning roots, but 
unfortunately, while those newly 
grown root segments may be fine 
for that environment, the older root 
system is not, so will continue to 

deteriorate, ultimately completely 
separating those new roots from the 
plant, leading to its demise. 

That is why, when considering 
repotting a plant, it is best to do so 
just as new roots are emerging from 
the base of the plant, and not when 
the plant is dormant. Otherwise, root 
growth will resume only on existing 
roots. Those new, emergent roots 
will grow optimized for the 
environment and support the plant, 
while the old ones are expected to 
eventually fade away. 

Keep in mind that the greater the 
difference between the “old” and 
“new” root zone conditions, the less 
optimal the old roots will be, so the 
more critical is the timing. One can 
avoid such setbacks by using good 
quality potting media components 
and repotting frequently, before the 
medium can significantly decompose 
and become compressed. 
 
Ray Barkalow is an engineer and 
scientist, and has been a hobby 
orchid grower for over 40 years. He 
has owned and operated First Rays 
Orchids since 1994. He can be 
reached at raybark@firstrays.com. 

Photo Sharing: Vanilla 
Janet Wilson 

 

Vanilla planifolia was in bloom in 
the Huntington’s conservatory last 
week. I feel lucky to have seen the 
five blooms since they only last a 
day. In the low left corner of this 
photo, you can see one of the thick, 
leathery leaves. And the large vine 
of the plant (upper right) was about 
half an inch in diameter. It’s quite a 
plant, if you have the room for it! 



c/o Janet Wilson 
PO Box 872 
La Habra CA  90633-0872 
ocos.ranger16@gmail.com 
562.694.5341 
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Meeting Date – Wednesday, June 19 

Upcoming Events Calendar 
June 14 -16 Andy’s Orchids Open House, 10 AM – 4 PM; 734 Ocean View Ave., Encinitas. Info: www.andysorchids.com 
June 15 Hatfield Orchids at Yamada Co., 10 AM – 1 PM; 706 W. Gardena Blvd., Gardena. See the ad in the flyer section. 
June 17 Orange County Orchid Society Board Meeting, 7:15 PM, all members welcome. Contact any Board member 

for location; or email ocos.ranger16@gmail.com. 
June 19 Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting 
 Speaker: Alfred Hockenmaier, The Art of Mounted Orchid Culture: Discussion and Demonstration 
June 21 Orchid Odyssey – San Diego Zoo’s orchid greenhouse is open to the public – 10 AM – 2 PM.  
June 22 Auction, Orchid Society of Southern California,  doors open, 12 PM; auction starts, 1 PM. Meeting Hall, First 

Christian Church, 221 South Sixth Street, Burbank CA. Info: www.orchidssc.org/ossc_orchid_auction.aspx. 
June 29 Sunset Valley Orchids Open House, 9 AM – 4 PM; 1255 Navel Pl., Vista. Info: www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 
July 12 – 14 39th Annual Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Summer Open House, Friday and Saturday 8 AM – 5 PM, Sunday 9 AM 

– 4 PM. Guest author Mary Gerritsen will be signing copies of her new book, The American Orchid Society Guide 
to Orchids and their Culture, cowritten with Ron Parsons. 1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara. Info: 
www.sborchid.com. 

July 12 – 14 Cal Orchid’s Summer Hummer, 9 AM – 5 PM. Special prices all over the nursery and featuring our world class 
epidendrums and of course, the sobralias, which are typically in their glory during the summertime. A fun 
weekend and not to be missed! 1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara. Info: www.calorchid.com. 

July 17 Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting 
July 19 Orchid Odyssey – San Diego Zoo’s orchid greenhouse is open to the public – 10 AM – 2 PM 
July 28 San Diego County Orchid Society Show and Sale – "Orchids in the Park", Balboa Park, Casa Del Prado, Room 101, 

San Diego. Saturday Noon – 6 PM and Sunday 10 AM – 4 PM . Info: www.sdorchids.com. 
August 16 – 18 Newport Harbor Orchid Society Exotic Plant and Orchid Festival, Friday 10 AM – 9 PM, Saturday 10 AM – 8 PM, 

Sunday 11 AM – 6 PM. 
September 14 – 15 South Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale. Saturday: Sale 9 AM – 5 PM, Show 11 AM – 5 PM. Sunday: Show and 

Sale 9 AM – 4 PM. 
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Flyers and Information for Upcoming Events 
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Flyers and Information for Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 Everyone Welcome! 
 
 
 Meetings are the Member Ribbon Judging 
 Third Wednesday 7:00 PM 
 of Every Month General Meeting 
  7:30 PM 
 
  Meeting Location: 
  Yorba Linda Public Library 
  Community Room 
 (Lower Level) 
 18181 Imperial Highway 
 Yorba Linda CA  92886 
 
 Information: 
 www.OCOS.net 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Laelia purpurata ‘Sanbar Misty’ 
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