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Set-Up  ........................  6:00 PM 
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Cypripedium montanum which was the 
beginning of my quest to find all of the 
13 species that were reported to occur 
in the Park. 

Over the years, I have spread out my 
searches to cover a much broader area 
of the Sierra Nevada and have found 
dozens of species all over the west. 

Approximately 17 years ago I went to 
visit some friends in Colima, Mexico and 
what was to be a 2 week visit turned 
into 2 months and for the better part of 
the next 10 years doing photo/video 
work and learning to live on next to no 
income. I must tell you that living 
among naturally occurring tropical 
Orchids is something that can only be 
experienced. 

I returned to the states in 2006 and 
now spend time between both locations. 
Because I didn’t properly request a leave 
from Judging, I was allowed to re-enter 
the Judging Program, but due to the 
time elapsed, I was required to “start 
over” with the training process. 

I plan to continue my hunt for 
‘Natives’ in various areas of the West as 
long as my health holds out. 

Speaker: Curtis Gean 
Topic: Laelia anceps 

I’m a semi-retired photographer / 
videographer currently living in Sanger, 
about 15 miles east of Fresno. 

My interest in Orchids developed in the 
‘60’s and quickly became an un-dying 
passion and this year marks my 44th 
year of “Orchiditis”. 

In the early 70’s I had a chance to 
“observe” a formal AOS judging session 
and that began a phase of “Serious 
Study” of these wonderful examples of 
“Nature at its Finest”. I requested 
admittance to the program and was told 
that my living so far from a Judging 
Center in Oakland/San Francisco might 
pose a problem. Not prone to worry, I 
plunged in with both feet and 
progressed through the phases to a fully 
Accredited Judge in 1986. 

About the same time as my initial 
exposure to Judging, I had the fortunate 
chance to meet James Sleznick, a 
Ranger with the National Park Service in 
Yosemite. James told me of his studying 
of the Native Orchid Species of Yosemite 
and was gracious enough to draw me a 
rough map of the location of 

Laelia anceps ‘Feathered Flame’ photo by Curtis Gean 

Dinner with the Speaker 

Anyone interested in attending the pre-
meeting dinner with Curtis Gean and 
Dana Seelig please call Dana at 
714.865.6168 for more details.  
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 President’s Message 
Nohline L’Ecuyer 

I am still reeling after the speed of 
lightening “campaign” to get me to 
accept the nomination of President 
and the “vote” that confirmed it. I am 
honored to accept your confidence in 
me and will do my best for the Orange 
County Orchid Society for the coming 
year. 

The budget for the coming financial 
year has been set and should be 
confirmed by the Board on June 7th 
and I am happy to say that the Society 
is on sound financial footing. 

Speakers and workshop programs 
for the coming six months have been 
ably planned by Dana Seelig. Dana 
does an incredible job setting up 
speakers and events for the Society 
and I don’t think we give him enough 
credit for a difficult job. Thanks Dana.   

Our speaker for this month is Curtis 
Gean – He will be speaking on Laelia 
anceps with a new updated program. 
He will also be selling plants, so shop 
early and shop a lot! I know I want 
some. 

Membership decreased over the past 
year by 3 to 98 members. An all-out 
effort is being made through 
advertising about meetings to increase 
the visitors and thereby the 
membership to the Society. And we 
need to thank Jan Hennessey for her 
efforts in that department. That being 
said; please remember that your dues 
are now due and payable. Please pay 
at the next meeting or send a check to 
Candy Jester as soon as possible. This 
helps us get the roster out in a timely 
fashion. 

 

Visitors 
Candy Jester 

TAMMY & JAMIE ANDERSON 

MICHELE DENNIS 

CECY & FOSTER EASLEY 

JULIANNA FEHER 

HEATHER LAPORTE 

NORMAN & ALBERTA MCCANN 

JOHN MC NEILL 

KAYOKO NEBRIG 

We hope you enjoyed our meeting 
and can come visit again soon. 

The issue of the web page is being 
addressed and a Facebook page has 
been started. This enables more 
people to have immediate access to 
the Society. It is open to the public 
and members would be able to ask 
and post questions and photos. It 
would be moderated so that spam 
and other non-pertinent junk would 
not be allowed on the page. Photos 
of your growing areas, special 
flowers, bugs, etc., could all be 
posted there. The address is www.fa
cebook.com/OrangeCountyOrchidSoc
iety. 

 

I want to take this opportunity to 
remind you that this is YOUR Society, 
and you will get out of it what you 
put in. Therefore the more you put 
in, the more you get out. Take part 
in the judging, you will learn so 
much, even if you cannot pronounce 
the names of the plants; it’s where I 
learned. Take part in displays, your 
plant may win a prestigious ribbon 
and you will learn how to prep your 
plant for showing. Take part in 
refreshments, that way we can all 
get fat together and you may speak 
to someone you don’t know. And 
always make an effort to introduce 
yourself to visitors. They are so 
important to the growth and survival 
of our Society. 

 
Candy Jester (left) presenting Rosa Laursen with 

her OCOS President’s name badge. 

Last, but not least I want to thank 
Rosa Laursen who has worked 
tirelessly over the past two years as 
President and filling in where needed 
to keep this Society running 
smoothly. Thank you, Rosa. 

 

New Members 

Candy Jester 

TAMMY & JAMIE ANDERSON 

NORMAN & ALBERTA MCCANN 

JOHN MC NEILL 

New Members from the 
Home & Garden Show 

Rosa Laursen 

LUZ ARAIZA 

DOROTHY BIEDERSTADT 

RICHARD NEWELL 

Welcome to OCOS! We hope to 
see a lot of you in the future. 

Anniversaries 

Brenda Ward 

Anne-Line Anderson 
15 Years 

Norman Holtkamp 
10 Years 

Thank you so much for your 
support and dedication. 

January 2014 Auction 

Commercial Supporters 

 

Mariposa Garden 
Ron Hill 

6664 South Street 
Lakewood CA  90713 

562.920.5588 
ron@mariposagarden.net  
www.mariposagarden.com 
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Winn Winmaw and Dana Seelig 

Speaker: Winn Winmaw 
By Rosa Laursen 

There was lots going on with the new 
Board installation and other Society’s 
business at last month’s meeting 
including Winn Winmaw, a very 
interesting speaker, who presented his 
expedition to Shan Plateau, in the 
eastern part of Burma. 

He covered the beautiful landscapes 
and explained the typical subtropical 
climate in the region of Shan Plateau. 
He also showed us some of the species 
that grow in the mountain near his 
hometown and although he would have 
liked to have taken photographs of 
those orchids’ habitat, he pointed out 
that it was very treacherous. 

Winn, we all enjoyed your presentation 
and we appreciate your time and 
knowledge of a very different part of 
this earth.  

Ed. Note: Candy & Walt Jester let us 
know they were so inspired by Winn’s 
presentation, they were looking for 
trips to Burma the next day! 

Final Message 
Rosa Laursen 

I want take this time to sincerely thank 
the OCOS Officers and Chairpersons for 
all their support, knowledge and 
advice; without them it would not have 
been possible to perform the duties as 
President. Also I want to thank all 
those members who volunteered when 
needed.       

Working closely with all of you has 
broadened my experience and 
understanding as to what it takes to 
run a successful organization such as 
OCOS. I have learned so much from all 
of you and I will continue to contribute 
to the Society in other areas. 

Ribbon Judging Results 
Year-End High-Point Winners 

Cindy & Rolland Taylor 

Standard Cymbidium 
Candy & Walt Jester 

Dendrobium 
Bob Laughlin 

Phalaenopsis 
Norman Holtkamp 

Paphiopedilum 
Richard Hess 

Botanical 
James Wheeler 

Oncidium 
Janet Roberson 

Laelia Tribe (Small) 
Janet Roberson 

Laelia Tribe (Large) 
Janet Roberson 

Species 
Bob Laughlin 

Vandacious 
Janet Roberson 

Novelty Cymbidium 
Bob Laughlin 

Novice 
Shirley Hayhurst 

Darren Seymour 
Over-All High Point Award 

Janet Roberson 

Congratulations to all these high-
point winners for a job Well Done. 

Consistency is the best policy.  
Try to bring plants every month for 
a better chance to win. 

Orchid 411 

Brenda Ward 
wardbrendar@hotmail.com 

909.626.8244 

Say hello to summer. The bugs are 
coming and we will do our best to 
protect our orchids from them. 
Make sure to follow the instructions 
on the label when you are using 
chemicals or unwanted results may 
happen. Sulfur based should not be 
used if the temperature is above 85 
degrees. If you have a pet, make 
sure that what you are using is pet 
safe. Your cat or dog might drink 
the water overflow. If you are not 
sure, keep your pet(s) inside until 
the pots are finished draining. Keep 
in mind that some bugs are 
beneficial. 

I invite you to attend the Orchid 
Digest Speakers’ Day on June 14. 
Bring a blooming plant by 10:00 
a.m. to enter the best species 
and/or the best hybrid. The day will 
be very informative. I guarantee a 
fun time for everyone. 

I hope to see you there. 

 

Let me close by saying it has 
been a great honor to be your 
President. Again, thank you so 
much for the opportunity, and keep 
in mind our purpose in this 
organization is to help others share 
our passion for orchids and learn 
about them. 

 photo by Rosa Laursen 

O.C. Home & Garden Show 
2014 

Dan Warren 

For the third year in a row, we 
participated in the Orange County 
Home and Garden Show in the 

***Meeting News*** 

We are back to ‘business as 
usual’. The Library Table is still on 
hiatus, but the rest of the Tables 
will be performing their normal 
duties. 

This will be the first month of the 
new 2014-2015 fiscal year, so get 
your plants ready as we will have 
our normal competitions for plant 
judging! 

Please make sure your dues are 
current. 

(continued on Page 4) 
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Anaheim Convention Center. We do this annually to 
attract new members. This is always a great 
experience, as we get to meet so many orchid 
enthusiasts who are as yet not a member of any 
orchid society and offer them the opportunity of 
joining ours. 

This year we had an extra-large booth and a great 
location. We were given a double booth, 10 feet deep 
by 20 feet long, and we were located two booths in 
from the entrance. We were one of the first booths 
people saw as they came through the door fresh and 
eager. 

As the pictures show, we changed the booth layout 
this year, and it worked out beautifully. This new 
booth arrangement let traffic flow smoothly in a 
straight line from Mounting Demonstration to 
Information and Membership Table, offering no 
resistance to those interested. 

The first thing visitors encountered was our displays 
of mounts, orchids and mounted orchids. Those that 
stopped to admire the orchids were offered a free 
chance to see live flowering orchids mounted on 
wood. Those that then showed enough interest were 
told about some of the advantages our club offered, 
and were sent to the Information and Membership 
desk. There if they wished, they had the opportunity 
to sign up for membership, or for the free three 
month subscription to our terrific full color e-mail 
Ranger. These offers were accepted with enthusiasm. 

What makes this so exciting every year is that we 
get to meet a large number of other people who, like 
ourselves, love orchids and want to know more about 
raising them, but don’t know where to go to do so. 
These are the kind of people our club is organized 
for. Meeting and talking to them and sharing our love 
of orchids with them was a real pleasure. Making it 
possible for others to join us is one of the best things 
we can do for OCOS. New members are the lifeblood 
of our organization.  

    
A couple of Dan’s completed mounts photos by Dan Warren 

The orchids for mounting were, as usual, very 
attractive, and showed a great variety. They were 

purchased from three different sources this year:  
Diamond Orchids, Santa Barbara Orchid Estate, and 
Newman’s Orchids of Hawaii. As usual, I purchased 
these at my own expense and provided all of the 
mounts, materials and supplies. This lets me mount a 
lot of new orchids each spring, and at the same time 
attract the attention and interest of many new 
potential members for the club. This has worked out 
very well for us over the years, at no cost to the 
society. 

We are very grateful to those who worked so hard 
to make this possible. It absolutely could not have 
been done without them: 

Setting up the booth: 
NORMAN HOLTKAMP, BRIAN HOLTKAMP 

DON WARREN (MY BROTHER), ROSA LAURSEN 

Manning the Information and Membership Table: 
ROSA LAURSEN, CONNIE RAY 

SUSAN SCHEFFLER, EDIE GULRICH 
PHYLLIS ADAMS 

Additional flowers, printed forms and business 
cards: 

JANET ROBERSON 

Taking down the booth: 
NORMAN HOLTKAMP, BRIAN HOLTKAMP 

ROSA LAURSEN, EDIE GULRICH 
JANIE WARREN, MARIO CORDOVA 

Photography: 
ROSA LAURSEN, DAN WARREN 

We are especially grateful to Rachel Perry and her 
staff of the Orange County Home and Garden Show 
for their great generosity and helpfulness. They gave 
us the booth at no charge, making it possible for us to 
participate. They were not only generous, but helpful 
and supportive in many different ways. They have our 
deepest appreciation.  

Opportunity Knocking 
Edie Gulrich 

Our guest speaker Curtis Gean will be providing plants 
for the table. The plants that he brought to Species 
were very nice. 

So buy, buy your tickets and support your Society. 

Large Manzanita Orchid Mount 
Dan Warren 

Both the flowers and the plant of the Epicattleya 
Kyaguchi shown in last month’s article really 
impressed me. So much so that I went to our Peter 
Lin to see if more of them were available. He told me 
that Fred Clarke had developed a cross with Kyaguchi 
that was quite special, called Magic Wand. It is a cross 
between Kyoguchi ‘M. Sano’ Mutation and 
Laeliocattleya Trick or Treat ‘Orange Beauty’. It is 

(Continued on Page 5) 

(Orange County H&G Show 2014 continued from Page 3) 

(Additional Pictures on Pages 8 & 9) 
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much larger than Kyaguchi, is a cluster bloomer, 
grows outdoors in Southern California, and is perfect 
for mounting. 

This all sounded so good that I purchased 12 of 
them, and set out to make a mount that would do 
them justice. Not just any mount would do. It would 
have to be larger than anything I have built to date, 
look exceptionally good, and be able to handle 12 
large, flowering orchids at a time, while displaying 
them to their full advantage. Making this mount 
turned out to be more of a challenge than I have 
previously faced, and far more work, but it was worth 
it. This article is on the making of that mount.   

 
 Photo by Dan Warren 

As you all know, the first step in making an orchid 
mount after you have the orchid is to find a very 
interesting piece of wood, with lots of character. 
Going through my manzanita, I found a piece that 
was perfect, large and v-shaped, with twists, knots 
and short limbs. It was pleasingly asymmetrical, with 
one leg 47” long, and the other 19. The crotch had 
enough meat on it to allow me to bolt the base to it 
to give me a v-shaped mount, and the branches were 
thick, and well-formed. It could hold a lot of weight. 

As the surface was rough, with some char and 
some strips of loose bark, the first step was to brush 
the entire surface with a large steel brush as shown 
in the photo. I made sure to brush lengthwise of the 
branch only, not cross wise. That way any scratches 
that might result would look natural. The steel 
brushing greatly improved the looks of the wood. It 
revealed unexpected streaks of very dark gray, 
medium gray, and almost white running the lengths 
of the arms. It even revealed a few streaks of golden 
brown. 

The base would need to be large and heavy to hold 
this mount steady, so I chose an old piece of scrap 
fir, 3” thick x 9 ¾” wide and 15 ½” long. That proved 

to be a good choice. Two of its corners had been cut 
off in an arch, and some routing done on the edges, 
so I cut off the other two corners the same way and 
routed them to match. There were two old holes 
drilled in it and there were some rough edges, but I 
did not let them bother me. In the finished piece they 
just add character, so there is no sense in being too 
fussy at this stage. 

After cutting off the bottom of the manzanita crotch 
nice and flat, I positioned its flat side against the 
base, off-center towards the short arm, to better 
balance the off-center load. I then drew a heavy black 
outline on the base all around where the top piece 
touched it. This is where the two pieces will be joined. 

I determined where there was enough wood in the 
crotch for me to drill a large screw into it from the 
base, and marked 4 locations within the outline drawn 
previously. Then, using my drill press to make sure I 
was truly vertical, I drilled four holes through the 
base. Then I counter bored each hole on the 
underside large enough in diameter and deep enough 
so my bolt heads would not stick below my base. See 
photo. 

Using four 3/8” diameter x 4” long hex head 
galvanized lag bolts with flat washers as shown by the 
photo, I drilled up through the base and through the 
top assembly, and bolted the two pieces together 
firmly. 

The base is now complete, and I think it looks very 
good. The completed assembly weighs 22 pounds, 
and its dimensions are: 
 Height at tallest point: 40” 
 Length at longest point: 39” 
 Width of base: 9 ¾” 
 Length of larger arm: 47” 
 Length of shorter arm: 19” 

 
Epic. Magic Wand photo by Dan Warren 

Photos of Magic Wand are shown as they were 
received:  12 healthy seedlings in 2 3/4” wide pots. 
Mounting them is our next step, and will be the 
subject of our next article. Please join us for that. 

(Large Manzanita Orchid Mount continued from Page 4) 

(Additional Pictures on Pages 10 & 11) 
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C/O JANET ROBERSON 
PO BOX 872 
LA HABRA CA  90633-0872 
ocosranger@dslextreme.com 

562.697.7082 
562.697.0764 (FAX) 

 

Meeting Date – Wednesday, June 18th  

Suggestions & Contributions are greatly appreciated.      Deadline is the 25th of each month. 

Upcoming Events Calendar 

June 13 – 15 Thousand Oaks Library Show and Sale put on by the Conejo Orchid Society – info: www.comejoorchidsociety.org 
 
June 14 (10-1) Visit from George Hatfield with Hatfield Orchids Cymbidiums on sale at Yamada Company,  
 706 W. Gardena Blvd., Gardena 
 
June 14 Orchid Digest Speakers Day ‘Orchids Around the World’ – Huntington Library and Botanical Gardens, San Marino 
12:30 PM – 8:00 PM Pre-order tickets $65 (at door if available $80) - Info: www.orchiddigest.org 
 
June 18 Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting 
Meeting 7:30 p.m. Speaker:  Gene Curtis 
 Subject:  Laelia anceps new updated program 
 Plant table will be by the Speaker and he will have plants for sale 
 
June 20 – 21 Andy’s Orchids June Bloom Open House, 734 Ocean View Avenue, Encinitas, CA  92024 
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM Also, all the Dendrobiums listed on their website (many new listings) are 20% off for the entire month of June. 
 
July 11 – 13 Cal-Orchid Open House – 1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara – www.calorchid.com 
 
July 11 – 13 Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Open House – 1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara – www.sborchid.com 
 
July 16 Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting 
Meeting 7:30 p.m. Speaker:  Tom Biggart of Granite Hill 
 Subject:  Bifoliate Cattleyas of Brazil 
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It is time to make certain you are up-to-date with your dues. 
We are starting a brand new year this month. 
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Home & Garden Show 
photos by Rosa Laursen of the booth and Dan Warren of the mounts 
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Home & Garden Show 
photos by Rosa Laursen of the booth and Dan Warren of the mounts 

 



 

 June 2014 Orange County Orchid Society Page 10 

 
 
 
 

    
 
 

 

Large Manzanita Orchid Mount 
photos by Dan Warren 
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Large Manzanita Orchid Mount 
photos by Dan Warren 
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Fliers and Information for Upcoming Events 
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Fliers and Information for Upcoming Events 
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 Meetings are the 
 Third Wednesday 
 Member Ribbon Judging of Every Month 
 7:00 PM 
  Meeting Location: 
 General Meeting Yorba Linda Public Library 
 7:30 PM Community Room 
 (Lower Level) 
 18181 Imperial Highway 
 Yorba Linda CA  92886 
  
  
  
 

 
 
 
 
  
 For more Information: 
 

   Rosa Laursen 
   714.528.7003 
   rosa993@roadrunner.com 

  

Everyone Welcome! 

Orange County Orchid Society 

Dactylorhiza fuchsii 

 


