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In this talk Tom describes the major 
bifoliate Cattleyas that are available to 
us here in the U.S.  

He also spends some time on the 
species that tend to be confused due to 
morphological similarities. 

The slide descriptions also include 
considerable cultural information for the 
successful managing of these rewarding 
species. 

 
Watercolor and ink drawing by Tom Biggart 

of Laelia gracilis completed in January of 2011. 

Speaker: Tom Biggart 
Topic: Bifoliate Cattleyas of Brazil 

Tom Biggart is the owner and head 
grower of Granite Hills Orchids which is 
located in El Cajon, California, a small 
town 15 miles east of San Diego. His 
nursery is a hobby business which 
means he doesn’t make a living growing 
plants; it is more a labor of love! 

Tom loves all plants in general, but 
orchids are his main passion. He is very 
interested in Encyclias and has a large 
collection of Encyclia species and 
hybrids. The Australian cool growers are 
a current interest as well as Brazilian 
rupicolous Laelias.  

He is a retired elementary school 
teacher with orchids as his new 
students.  

The past few years Tom and his wife, 
Neal, have gotten interested in ceramics. 
In typical Biggart fashion they now have 
a throwing building, a glazing building, 
and a kiln yard with 3 kilns. His pottery 
is designed primarily for plants and can 
be seen at most of the local orchid 
shows and at the nursery. He loves to 
talk orchids and pottery with anyone 
interested! 

Tom Biggart photo supplied by Tom Biggart 

Website at - http://granitehillspotteryandorchids.com 

Dinner with the Speaker 

Anyone interested in attending the pre-
meeting dinner with Tom Biggart and 
Dana Seelig please call Dana at 
714.865.6168 for more details.  
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 President’s Message 
Nohline L’Ecuyer 

Par·tic·i·pa·tion     
pärˌtisәˈpāSHәn 

– noun – the action of taking part 
in something 

This is going to be my theme for the 
year. I would like to see more 
members involved in club meetings 
and events. So if I come up to you at a 
meeting and ask you “What have you 
participated in this evening?” I hope 
you will be able to tell me something 
interesting and fun.  

Janet Roberson put together some 
interesting statistics for the year ended 
May 2014. 

Of interest is the fact that we got 30 
new members during the year. That’s 
almost a third of our membership 
being new! How wonderful. I hope 
that they will become permanent and 
active members of our orchid growing 
family. 

Membership Update 

These figures reflect the percentage 
against the total membership of 98: 

16 Life Members – 16.33% 
3 Honorary Members – 3.06% 
76 Paid members – 80.61% 

There were a total of 30 new members 
signed up during the course of the 
year. 

Plant Judging Update 

There were a total of 23 members who 
showed their plants and were awarded 
a placing during the year 2013 – 2014. 

Of the twelve categories, the year-
end high points for the winning 
entrant varied from 5 points to 49 
points, with most falling in the 18 to 
24 point range. The average for all 12 
categories was 21.75 points including 
all categories. 

There were a total of seven 
members who placed highest in these 
12 categories and received the year-
end awards. 

We all grow orchids, sometimes they 
flower in time for a meeting and 
sometimes they don’t, but when they 
do, we need to show them. Only 23% 
of club members participated in the 

Visitors 
Rosa Laursen 

BARBARA CHLUPEK 

JOAN ENDE 

DAVID GARCIA 

NORM NAKANISHI 

DONNA WILSON 

RICHARD WULFF 

We hope you enjoyed the 
interesting and colorful picture 
presentation by Curtis Gean and 
can come to visit us again soon. 

plant judging and 7% won all the 
awards. I would like to see the level 
of participation going up, particularly 
in the judging area. Show your 
plants – you may win a prize, at very 
least a free raffle ticket which could 
mean a free plant. Judge the plants; 
it’s only based on what you like and 
so is completely subjective; you 
could learn about a new species or 
variety of plant. Least of all, I know 
you will learn some knew names. 

Follow our Facebook page, if you 
are on Facebook – or just look at it 
anonymously if you are not. If you 
have some wonderful photos – post 
the pictures. You don’t have to put 
your name out there. We are at - 
www.Facebook.com/Orangecountyor
chidsociety. 

So let’s get out there and 
participate this year. 

 

Anniversaries 
Brenda Ward 

Susan Scheffler 
20 Years!!! 

Thank you so much for your 
service and dedication. 

Susan has been our Treasurer for 
as long as I can remember. 

January 2014 Auction 
Commercial Supporters 

 
Monsoon Flora Orchids 

PO Box 6851 
Santa Barbara CA  93160 

Bryce Augustine 
moflo@cox.net 

www.monsoonorchids.com 

 
Orchids Royale 

Jim & Noelle Burkey 
5902 Via Real 
PO Box 1289 

Carpinteria CA  93013 
805.684.8066 

 

 
OrchidWiz, L.L.C. 
Alex Maximiano 

145 NE 95th Street 
Miami Shores FL  33138 

305.758.3596 
support@orchidwiz.com 
www.orchidwiz.com 

Please keep all of our supporters in mind 
when you are looking for supplies or 
something new. 

 
Curtis Gean 

June Speaker 
Janet Roberson 

What an interesting presentation and 
terrific pictures on the topic of Laelia 
anceps Curtis Gean shared with us 
last month. He showed us the many 
color forms of L. anceps and also 
showed us some pictures of 
parentage with the resulting plants, 
which were sometimes terrific and 
sometimes disappointing. And the en 
situ pictures of plants in Mexico were 
amazing as to how many could be on 
a tree and how large each plant 
could become. 

Thanks so much, Curtis, your talk 
was lively, colorful, and enjoyed by 
all. 
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Opportunity Knocking 
Edie Gulrich 

July we will be having Tom Biggart of 
San Diego speaking on Bifoliate 
Cattleyas, so I will assume he will be 
bringing Cattleyas for the Opportunity 
Table and after his talk you'll know how 
to care for them. So buy your tickets 
and take home some amazing beauties.  

June tickets brought some great 
smiles to the winners, so if you don't 
buy, you can't win or support your 
Society. 

New Newsletter Editor 
Nohline L’Ecuyer 

Janet Roberson has been newsletter 
editor for the Orchid Society for the 
past eight years and has decided that 
she wishes to pass the reins on to a 
new editor. So, if you enjoy writing and 
putting together articles and pieces 
from different people, we really need 
you. Please talk to Janet at the next 
meeting to see what is involved; she is 
willing to train the next editor and give 
guidance where needed. 
Thanks. 

Orchid Digest 12th Annual 
Speakers’ Day 
Brenda Ward 

It was a beautiful Saturday in June. 
There were a few of us from the OCOS 
crowd who participated in the event, 
Jan Hennessy, Maryann Burns, Nancy 
Benay, Richard Hess, and myself.  

The theme this year was ‘Orchids 
Around the World’. The speakers were 
amazing. 

Mary Gerritsen talked about her 
orchid trek in Borneo. She showed 
many beautiful flowers in the wild 
along with some creatures. She 
mentioned coming across man-eating 
alligators, leeches, and snakes. 

She was followed by Tom Mirenda 
who presented ‘Orchids from Sicily’. He 
showed orchids growing in the fields. 
Some were invisible until they actually 
got down on their knees. He showed 
the place where they stayed for a few 
nights. They ate outdoors absorbing 
the beautiful scenery as he added that 
they did not come across any man-
eating alligators, leeches nor snakes in 
Sicily. 

Ribbon Judging Results 
June 18, 2014 Meeting 
Cindy & Rolland Taylor 

Standard Cymbidium 
No entries 

Dendrobium 
1st Place  .......................  Bob Laughlin 
2nd Place  ...........................  Tim Roby 
3rd Place  ......................  Bob Laughlin 

Phalaenopsis 
1st Place  ............  Anne-Line Anderson 
2nd Place  .........................  Joy Keyser 
3rd Place  .................  Nohline L’Ecuyer 

Paphiopedilum 
1st Place  ...................  Janet Roberson 
2nd Place  ..............  Norman Holtkamp 

Botanical 
1st Place  ........................  Edie Gulrich 
2nd Place  ......................  Bob Laughlin 

Oncidium 
1st Place  ..................... James Wheeler 
2nd Place  ..................  Janet Roberson 

Laelia Tribe (Small) 
1st Place  ...................  Janet Roberson 
2nd Place  ..................  Janet Roberson 
3rd Place  ..................  Janet Roberson 
Cultural  ...................  Janet Roberson 

Laelia Tribe (Large) 
1st Place  ...................  Janet Roberson 
2nd Place  ..................  Janet Roberson 
3rd Place  ..................  Janet Roberson 

Species 
1st Place  ...................  Janet Roberson 
2nd Place  ......................  Bob Laughlin 
3rd Place  ...................  Jan Hennessey 
Cultural  .....................  Barbara Olson 

Vandacious 
1st Place  ...................  Janet Roberson 
2nd Place  ...................  James Wheeler 
3rd Place  ..................  Janet Roberson 

Novelty Cymbidium 
1st Place  .......................  Bob Laughlin 
2nd Place  ......................  Bob Laughlin 
3rd Place  ..................  Janet Roberson 
Cultural  .......................  Bob Laughlin 

Novice 
No entries 

 

Judges’ Choice Award 
Laelia purpurata 

Owned by Janet Roberson 

Ron McHatton presented ‘Orchids 
from Madagascar’. I learned that 
Madagascar has many niches so it 
is not enough to know that the 
orchid came from there. You have 
to know exactly where the plant 
came from to properly care for your 
orchid. He did not come across any 
man-eating alligators, leeches nor 
snakes in his travel to Madagascar. 

Jim Sloniker talked about the 
history of orchids in Santa Barbara 
County. It is the who’s who in the 
orchid world. Man-eating alligators, 
leeches and snakes did not come to 
Santa Barbara. 

Gene Crocker introduced us to 
‘Cattleyas of the Andes – with one 
exception!’ He also did not 
encounter any man-eating 
alligators, leeches nor any snakes. 

Andy’s Orchids, Cal Orchid, Carter 
& Holmes Orchids, and Sunset 
Valley Orchids were there. There 
were plenty of plants to choose 
from for everyone but no man- 
eating alligators, leeches nor 
snakes. 

There were libations, wine & 
cheese, cookies, and more food at 
dinner but no man-eating alligators, 
leeches nor snakes. 

There was a raffle for a basket of 
orchids. Our Jan Hennessy picked 
the winning ticket from the box and 
she happened to pick her own 
ticket. What are the odds? I think 
she marked her ticket so she knew 
which one to pull. Just kidding Jan. 
Congratulations! 

Gene Crocker received the Orchid 
Digest Medal. The medal is 
awarded to someone with 
outstanding contributions to the 
orchid world. 

Harold Koopowitz’ numerous and 
well-deserved recognitions were 
announced. He received the Orchid 
Digest Medal in 2010, American 
Orchid Society Gold Medal in 2013, 
Royal Horticultural Society 
Westonbirt Orchid Medal in 2014, 
American Daffodil Society Gold 
Medal in 2012, American Daffodil 
Society Innovation Medal for 
Daffodil Itsy Bitsy Splitsy in 2010, 

(continued on Page 4) 
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two more Innovation Medals for two seedlings (2011 
& 2013), a total of three times for this medal, and the 
Royal Horticultural Society Ralph B. White Award for 
Daffodil Itsy Bitsy Splitsy in 2011. 

The take home message from this event was - we 
need to protect our environment. Some orchids live in 
a specific niche with a specific pollinator. Once that 
niche is gone then the pollinator and the orchid goes 
with it. 

The day was just super fun and if you have never 
attended go next year. I promise, there will be no 
man-eating alligators, leeches or snakes. 

AOS Corner 
Laura Newton, Chair 

Membership and Affiliated Societies 

Have you been participating in our webinars? We are 
hosting webinars on various topics each month. This 
webinar is open to both members and non-members, 
so spread the word! Find Webinar details at 
www.aos.org. 

There is more exciting news! The fee for a digital 
membership has been reduced to $40 per year; a 
savings of $25. Please encourage your members to 
take advantage of this new membership level! 

  
Dan and finished mount, and mount close-up all photos by Dan Warren 

Large Manzanita Orchid Mount 
Dan Warren 

In last month’s article, we bought our orchids and 
made a special very large mount of manzanita for 
them. Now it is time to add the orchids.  

Remember from last month that we have twelve 
seedlings of the Epicattleya Magic Wand, a cross 
between Kyoguchi ‘M Sano’ Mutation and 
Laeliocattleya Trick or Treat ‘Orange Beauty’. We 
expect a blossom similar to the flowers of the Laelia 
Seagulls Tangerine shown here, but in larger clusters. 
As these are from seedlings, there will be some 
variation in color, but we expect them to be similar.  
This mount will, among other things, give an example 
of the color variation to be found in seedlings. 

   
 Laelia Seagulls Tangerine Removing Media 

The first step is to remove the media. It helps to 
rinse stubborn bark off with warm running water. This 
not only helps release the bark without damaging the 
roots, but infuses the plant with fresh, warm water, to 
give it a better start in life. It also makes the roots 
much more pliable so they will be much easier to 
shape into a bundle for the wiring process. 

   
 Readied Plants Readied Mount 

Now we must determine the location and 
arrangement of the 12 orchids. We want to make an 
attractive and balanced arrangement while avoiding 
the attractive parts of the mount as much as possible. 
By attractive parts, we mean the knots, twists, stub 
ends of branches, ragged ends of limbs etc. that add 
so much character and attracted us to this piece of 
wood in the first place. This is purely subjective, so we 
use our best judgment in selecting locations. 

I decided to mount the plants in pairs as much as 
practical in order to have as many flowers in one place 
as possible. So the first pair, plants 1 & 2, will be 
mounted close together just under the two branch 
stub ends as shown. The first step is to drill two sets 
of 5/32” diameter holes   ½” deep for our screws. 
These holes are put in parallel rows of 3 each, then 
the screws are inserted. The screws are #8x ¾” long 
Phillips pan head self-drilling screws, readily available 
from local large chain hardware stores. 

The screws are not run in all the way, but the 
undersides of the screw heads are left just under ¼ 
from the wood to give us room for two or more wraps 
of wire. The extra three holes you see are from a last 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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minute change in width to accommodate the large 
root systems, but will be covered up by the plant 
itself and will not detract from appearance. 

 
First two wires in place 

The next photo shows plant #1 in place, with the 
first two top wires in place. These are the most 
critical wires as they hold the plant with the growing 
bud firmly against the wood to encourage new roots 
to attach to the wood right away. The roots that will 
grow at this point this season will be the most critical 
of all, holding the plant firmly in place and taking in 
nutrients right at the base of the new growth. It is 
important to hold this tight against the branch as 
Orchids will not make new roots if the plant is able to 
move around. 

After this photo was taken, I finished wiring the 
plant in place, and then added plant #2 beside it in 
the same way. Extra screws and wires were added 
when needed. 

The wire used is bell wire, and it has been twisted 
twice around each screw rather than just looped 
around the screw as I used to do. This is done so it 
will not unravel and does not need to be held in 
place. This is a recent change in technique that has 
definite benefits. 

Please note that the wires and screws will be 
removed once the plant is well established and no 
longer needs support. 

 You will notice that a small amount of moss has 
been placed on the outside of the roots before the 
wire is added, and the roots are bundled in a cylinder 
below the plant. These roots will play less and less of 
a part with each passing year. 

The rest of the plants are located and wired into 
place in the same way as this first plant, except when 
the branch is too small in diameter for two rows of 

screws.  Then only one row of 3 screws is used, 
directly opposite the plant. Plants 11 and 12 were 
mounted this way. 

One of the most important things in mounting is to 
attach the plant label to the mount as soon as 
possible and as permanently as possible. This is often 
the first thing I do when I start to mount an orchid to 
make sure I do not forget it. I use the label that came 
with the plant as it has all the information, and 
generally is made of a long-lived material. There are 
two such labels on this mount as shown in the 
photographs, one more than I have provided in the 
past. 

   
 Tag on Mount Tag on Base 

That one label is usually screwed to the back side of 
the mount down low in order to be inconspicuous. 
Because of the size of this mount, I decided to use 
two labels. The first label is mounted with two screws, 
one at each end, face up at the front of the mount 
where it is highly visible. In addition, there is another 
label on the back mounted with one screw at one end 
face down with a plant tag on top of it. This will 
protect the label and its printing from direct sun light 
and extend its life. That plant tag has the date I 
mounted it and my initials for reference.  

Now the mount is completed and ready to be moved 
under my shade cloth. Before and after photos show 
how the plants have been positioned to be very 
attractive themselves without covering up the very 
attractive wood. 

Once a year I plan to provide photographs of this 
mount in bloom, so we can all see how it grows and 
flourishes in time. I am calling this mount Magic Wand 
after the orchid. 

 

Gardening Tip of the Week 
Submitted by Paula to 

Marie Iannotti – About.com Gardening Guide 

Simple Slug Control: Slugs hate shredded pine mulch. 
I don’t have problems since I stumbled on this 
miracle. 

 

(Large Manzanita Orchid Mount continued from Page 4) 
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C/O JANET ROBERSON 
PO BOX 872 
LA HABRA CA  90633-0872 
ocosranger@dslextreme.com 

562.697.7082 
562.697.0764 (FAX) 

 

Meeting Date – Wednesday, July 16th  

Suggestions & Contributions are greatly appreciated.      Deadline is the 25th of each month. 

Upcoming Events Calendar 

July 16 Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting 
Meeting 7:30 p.m. Speaker:  Tom Biggart of Granite Hill  
 Subject:  Bifoliate Cattleyas of Brazil 
 Plant table will be by the Speaker and he may have plants for sale 
 
July 16 AOS Judging – Central Coast Judging Center in Santa Barbara at the Church at La Cumbra & Foothill 
Check-in 6:30  In conjunction with the Orchid Society of Santa Barbara’s monthly meeting. 
Judging 7:00 p.m. Held on the third Wednesday of every month. 
 
August 2 – 3 Orchids in the Park – San Francisco Orchid Society Summer Show & Sale –  
 County Fair Building, Golden Gate Park - Information: www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/ 
 
August 4 Orange County Orchid Society – Board Meeting 
7:00 PM at the home of Nohline L’Ecuyer 
 
August 20 Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting 
Meeting 7:30 p.m. Speaker:  Alan Kotch of Gold Country Orchids 
 Subject:  to be determined 
 Plant table will be by the Speaker and he may have plants for sale 
 
August 22 – 24 Newport Harbor Orchid Society Exotic Plant & Orchid Festival – 1025 Westminster Mall, Westminster 
 Fri. 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sun. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
 Information: nhosinfo.org 
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 Dendrobium – First Place Phalaenopsis – First Place 
 Dendrobium C. K. Ai Oka – Bob Laughlin Dtps. I-Hsin Golden Prince – Anne-Line Anderson 

 

   
 Paphiopedilum – First Place Botanical – First Place 
 Paph. Lyro-Black Hawk – Janet Roberson Aerangis Elmo – Edie Gulrich 

 

   
 Oncidium – First Place Small Laelia – First Place 
 Brassia Edvah Lou Blc. George King ‘Serendipity’ x Slc. Circle of Life ‘Trailblazer’ 
 James Wheeler Janet Roberson 

Plant Judging Pictures 
photos by Janet Roberson 
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 Small Laelia – Cultural Award Large Laelia – First Place 
 Lc. Gold Digger x Ctn. Why Not – Janet Roberson Laelia purpurata – Janet Roberson 
 

   
 Species – First Place Species – Cultural Award 
 Lycaste aromatica – Janet Roberson Mystacidium capenase – Barbara Olson 
 

   
 Vandacious – First Place Novelty Cymbidium – First Place and Cultural Award 
 Vanda Paki – Janet Roberson Cym. Alcor ‘Boris Karloff’ – Bob Laughlin 

Plant Judging Pictures 
photos by Janet Roberson 
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Curtis Gean during presentation 

 
 
 
 

       
 Some of the judging plants Some of the Opportunity Table plants 

Large Manzanita Orchid Mount 
photos by Dan Warren 
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OCOS Calendar of Meetings for 2014 

 



 

 July 2014 Orange County Orchid Society Page 12 

 

 

 
 

 
      

Fliers and Information for Upcoming Events 
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 Meetings are the 
 Third Wednesday 
  of Every Month 
  
  Meeting Location: 
  Yorba Linda Public Library 
  Community Room 
 (Lower Level) 
 18181 Imperial Highway 
 Yorba Linda CA  92886 
  
 
 Member Ribbon Judging 
 7:00 PM 
 General Meeting 
 7:30 PM 
  
 For more Information: 
 

   Rosa Laursen 
   714.528.7003 
   rosa993@roadrunner.com 

Everyone Welcome! 

Orange County Orchid Society 

Stanhopea tigrina var. nigrolacea 
 


