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Harry Phillips pointing out a lovely orchid in one of Andy’s Orchids shade houses. Photo by Harry Phillips 

Speaker: Harry Phillips 

Topic: The Perception & Reality of 
Growing Orchids 

Harry Phillips has traveled in Brazil, 
Dominica, Fiji, Mexico and Ecuador 
viewing orchids in the wild. He noticed 
that what he perceived the orchids 
wanted was not always the reality of 
what they needed. He will share with 
you his experiences with perceptions 
verses realities of growing orchids. 

His passion with orchids is primarily in 
the genera Sobralia and Elleanthus, but 
if you ask him at any particular time of 
the year which is his favorite orchid, it 
will most likely be the one or ones in 
bloom at that time. 

Dinner with the Speaker 

Anyone interested in attending the pre-

meeting dinner with Harry Phillips, 
please call John Cox at 714.501.6141 for 
more details.  
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President’s Message 
Nohline L’Ecuyer 

orchids@nohline.com 

I am sick to death of the heat and 
humidity! It is supposed to be fall and 
I cannot wait for the cooler weather.  
My garden and orchids have suffered 
during this long and arduous summer.  
Numerous shrubs and plants have 
died; I have lost a 40 foot tree and the 
battle for my red-woods continues. As 
for the orchids, well several have been 
badly scorched and the bud drop has 
been huge, they simply cannot handle 
the heat. 

So while I am whining about this 
endless summer, I know we will all be 
complaining about the cold winter and 
heavy rain we are expecting. Now is 
the time to make sure that you are 
well prepared - check your roofs; 
gutters; drains and if need be stock up 
on sand bags. Maybe get some rain 
barrels to collect water for your 
orchids. We know it is coming, let's 
not be caught unprepared. Make sure 
that your orchids are in well-draining 
medium so that they will not be sitting 
in rain water when it comes.  
Remember, some plants like a dry 
winter, put them into areas where they 
will not receive too much water.  
Protect your cymbidium spikes that will 
be starting you come out. Stake them 
well. 

 
Alan Koch fielding some questions 

Alan Koch from Gold Country Orchids 
mentioned a great place to buy clay 
pots. Pottery Manufacturing is located 
in Gardena at 18881 S Hoover St, 
Gardena 90248. Now while you are 
down there, I would recommend a 

wonderful Italian restaurant located in 
an industrial building. They make their 
own cheese, pasta and gelato - 
Eatalian Cafe, 15500 S Broadway, 
Gardena. 

As we head toward the busy end of 
the year, we have Harry Phillips from 
Andy's Orchids speaking to us in 
November and then we have our 
wonderful potluck in December with 
George Hatfield. Please remember to 
sign up to bring a dish to share with at 
least 12 people in December. 

Letters have gone out to donors for 
our annual fund raising auction in 
January. We need volunteers to pick 
up plants and help on auction day. So 
if you want to get involved, this is a 
wonderful opportunity. 

Member Update 

We would like to extend our sincere 
condolences to Dick Hess and his 
family at the passing of Sara Hess on 
November 2nd 2015. 

Dick and Sara are founding members 
of the Orange County Orchid Society. 
Sara had been in ill health for many 
years and was one of the few to have 
had a heart transplant. She always 
showed amazing spirit and will be 
missed. 

 

My best wishes to you and your 
family for a wonderful Thanksgiving. 

 

January 2015 Auction 
Commercial Supporters 

(Complete listing in Directory) 

Wise’s Orchids 
Ed & Donna Wise 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

3524 Merienda Lane 

Yorba Linda CA  92886 
714.524.1730 

 

 
Zuma Canyon Orchids Inc. 

George Vasquez 
5949 Bonsall Drive 

Malibu CA  90265 
310.457.9771 

zumacanyonorchids@verizon.net 

www.zumacanyonorchids.com 

 

 
Andy’s Orchids 

Andy Phillips 

734 Ocean View Avenue 
Encinitas CA  92024 

888.514.2639 

info@andysorchids.com 
http://www.andysorchids.com 

 
Please keep all of our supporters 
in mind when you are looking for 
supplies or something new. 

Visitors 
Candy Jester 
Peggie Berry 

MINH DINH 

MARTHA FRANCO 

MARY ANN HOSTT 

LETIUH 

LOIS SMITH 

LUELLA THIESEN 

AN TRAN 

BRENDA VU 

So glad you could be at the 
October meeting and hope you 
enjoyed your visit. We hope you 
can return again this month. 

Opportunity Knocking 
Rosa Laursen 

Once again our Opportunity Table will 
have a great selection of plants from 
Andy’s Orchids and all of you know 
how nice their orchids are. So bring 
your money and luck and you can go 
home with something very nice. 
Remember the tickets you buy support 
your Society. 

See you at the meeting on the 18th. 

* * * 
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Tips on How to Lessen Bud 
Blasting 

Dr. Burt Holstein 

Due to our now more persistently hot 
climate patterns (especially the last 
several years), many of us are getting 
more blasting of the developing 
flowers. The excess heat causes the 
developing spikes to stop growing, 
yellow, and die. This can occur at any 
stage of the spike's development, 
from earliest bud development to 
almost flowering stages. There are 
several steps that can be taken to 
lessen the detrimental effects of 
excess heat, including: 

Plant the bulbs fairly deep so the 
developing eyes will be within the 
damp medium and be cooled by the 
evaporative effects from the medium. 

Turn the plants so the likely eyes 
won't get direct hot sunlight. 

Where sun hits the pot, put the 
growing pot into a larger pot so no 
sunshine hits the side of the inner pot 
and heats it excessively. 

Increase the amount of shade in the 
growing area; you don't want hot 
leaves. 

Grow under trees to take advantage 
of the coolness of the tree's leaf 
canopy. 

Bring plants indoors for a few days 
of especially intense heat and 
especially for fully developed spikes. 

Keep plants very moist in hot 
weather with morning watering. 

Sprinkle the growing grounds and 
leaves periodically on the longest and 
hottest days to add humidity and 
evaporative cooling through the day 
and into the evening; you will get 10-
15 degrees of cooling. 

Do not allow heat and dryness to 
over concentrate your dissolved 
fertilizer salts. Less fertilizer is better 
when the heat goes way up and the 
plants are having trouble pumping 
water into the leaves. 

Think temperature and temperature 
duration not just season when 
considering how and when to water 
especially since we now see hot 
weather even in winter. 

* * * 

Ribbon Judging Results 
October 21, 2015 Meeting 

Cindy & Rolland Taylor 

Standard Cymbidium 
no entries 

Dendrobium 

1st Place  ............................  Tim Roby 

Phalaenopsis 

1st Place  ...............  Norman Holtkamp 

Paphiopedilum 

1st Place  .......................  Bob Laughlin 

Botanical 

1st Place  ..................  Nohline L’Ecuyer 

2nd Place  ...........  Anne-Line Anderson 

Oncidium 

1st Place  ...............  Norman Holtkamp 

2nd Place  .......................  Dan Warren 
3rd Place  ...........................  Tim Roby 

Laelia Tribe (Small) 

1st Place  .......................  Bob Laughlin 

Laelia Tribe (Large) 

1st Place  .............................  Una Yeh 

2nd Place  ............................  Una Yeh 
3rd Place  .......................  Dan Warren 

Species 

1st Place  .......................  Bob Laughlin 
2nd Place  ...........  Candy & Walt Jester 

3rd Place  ......................  Bob Laughlin 
Cultural Award  .............  Bob Laughlin 

Vandacious 

1st Place  .....................  Barbara Olson 
2nd Place  ............................  Una Yeh 

3rd Place  ......................  Bob Laughlin 

Novelty Cymbidium 

1st Place  ............  Anne-Line Anderson 

Novice 

1st Place  ............................  John Cox 
2nd Place  ...........................  John Cox 

3rd Place  ...........................  John Cox 

 

Judges’ Choice Award 

BLC Blue Grotto 
Owned by Una Yeh 

 

 

Last month Janet Roberson presented 
a discussion on her potting mixes, pot 
dressings, and repotting in general. 

Comments from Janet Roberson 

Thanks to everyone who attended. 
Things started out pretty slowly, but 
by the end we were kind of standing 
everywhere and interfacing freely. 

If you decide to try using coconut 
chips, please remember they are ‘dry 
squeeze packed’ and require a series 
of hydrating / draining, and refloating 
/ soaking several times before being 
used in a mix. This makes certain the 
chips have expanded fully and that the 
excess salts have been drained away. 
Please keep in mind that chips should 
never be packed tightly in a pot. 

My basic mix is comprised of: perlite 
and expanded chips - 5 parts each; 
and charcoal and clay pellets - 1 part 
each. I have chosen this medium in an 
effort to assist in pH needs with my 
city water, keeping better control over 
watering requirements, and for longer 
periods between repotting. 

Keep in mind that any of the 
commercial mixes for orchids are fine, 
but most will be in need of repotting 
within a two to three year time frame. 

Apparently several people didn’t 
hear the calls made that the Culture 
Class was starting, so starting this 
month, the announcement will be 
made on the loud speaker and then 
we can all gather in the lobby area 
just outside the meeting hall. 

November Culture Class 

The Culture Class this month will be 
by Peter Lin and the topic will be 
‘Winterizing your Orchids’. 

* * * 

Orchid 411 
Brenda Ward 

wardbrendar@hotmail.com 

We are all experiencing bud blasting 
so I asked a friend of mine some 
advice to combat the problem. 
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Photo Sharing 
John Cox 

 

Here is a Bulbophyllum hirondinis called 
Cirrhopetalum from Formosa that has 7 bloom 
spikes. 

* * * 

HOW DO YOU SAY THAT! 
Nohline L’Ecuyer 

Pronunciation of orchid names can be intimidating. 
Each month we will list some names to help you on 
your way. There will be a test at the end of the year. 

Ascocentrum (ass-koh-SEN-trum) 

Brassocattleya (brass-oh-KAT-lee-ah) 

Cycnoches (sik-NOH-keez) 

Dendrobium (den-DROH--bee-um) 

gratrixianum (gray-triks-EE-ah-num) 

Habenaria (hab-ee-NARE-ee-ah) 

Laelia (LAY-lee-ah) 

Lycaste (lye-KASS-tee) 

Paphiopedilum (paff-ee-oh-PED-ih-lum) 

Pleurothallid (plur-oh-THAL-lid) 

Prosthechea (pros-THEEK-ee-ah) 

(Kidding.)   
* * * 

 
About.com Gardening 10.21.2015 

Gardening Tip of the Week 

Light for Houseplants 

You'll know it's too dark for a houseplant to grow 
and remain healthy if you can't read near it during 
the day, without turning on a light. 

* * * 

Photo Sharing 
Anne-Line Anderson 

 

This is a division of an unnamed Cattleya I received 
as a gift in 1999. The flowers were 8" across, but 
faded before this month's meeting. 

 

This is Alcra. Hilo Ablaze 'Hilo Gold' HCC/AOS. I have 
had it for a few years; it always blooms in the fall. 

* * * 

Photo Sharing 
Jan Hennessey 

 

Stanhopea oculata is blooming for the first time 
since I've had it, maybe 5 years. I did repot it last 
year and it began to grow.  

Ed. Note: Please see additional pictures on Page 13. 
* * * 
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 The hardwood dowel is then cut 1/8” shorter than 
the combined lengths of the two holes so that the base 
of the branch fits snugly against the top of the stub. 
Any minor shaping required to make a clean, gap-free 
match of same-diameter pieces is done at this time. 

   
 fitting joint finished and glued joint 

For maximum strength and rigidity, I will use two 
cross pins through the dowel as well as “Original 
Gorilla” water-setting glue. For many cases, either the 
cross pins or the glue would do. With the dowel in 
place, the branch and the stub are each cross-drilled 
1/8” diameter and countersunk for a 1 5/8” long #8 
Torx-head stainless steel screw. It is then 
disassembled, the dowel and holes wet with water, the 
dowel covered with glue, re-assembled, and the screws 
inserted. Any screw sticking through the far side of the 
wood is then cut off flush with the wood and filed to 
remove sharp edges. 

The difference in color between the base and the 
added branch will disappear as the sun bleaches the 
branch lighter. This can be hastened by lightly sanding 
the red color from the branch. 

 
completed mount 

(Adding Branches to Mounts continued on Page 6) 

Adding Branches to Mounts 
Article and Photos by Dan Warren 

 
base, addition, and connecting dowel 

Not all pieces of wood are attractive and useful 
enough to make a really good mount, but most can be 
altered to be so. The manzanita burl used here is a 
good example of that. It is very attractive, but not 
very useful. It’s too short, not allowing enough room 
for roots and orchid growth, and has no drama to it. 
The addition of a forked branch to the stubby upright 
will change all that, raising the orchid up above the 
base and making it a much better subject for a mount. 

First, select the right branch: in this case, a 1” 
diameter branch with a three-way fork at its tip. A ½” 
diameter hardwood dowel will be used to strengthen 
the joint. Drill a ½” diameter hole down through the 
center of the stub about 1 1/2” deep. Then drill a 
matching hole up through the center of the branch. 
Alfred Estrada demonstrates a safe way to drill these 
holes. 

 
center hole for dowel drilling method 
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(Adding Branches to Mounts continued from Page 5) 

If I had chosen a smaller branch to add instead of 
the one I did, it could have been done much the same 
way, but without the dowel. The end of the branch 
could have been shaped with a file or a rasp to 
become a dowel, and it could have been inserted 
directly into a drilled hole. The screw would have been 
inserted just enough to break through the wood on 
the other side of the branch, then the head cut off 
flush with the branch. Minor variations of these two 
techniques can be used for different needs. 

* * * 

Plant Sharing 
Dan Warren 

 

This unusual orchid bloomed for me between 
meetings. Its name is L.C. Tokyo Magic '6-1' x C. 
Perry Kuroda 'Spots' and it has a spray of small red 
dots on the sepals. 

* * * 

Orchid Plant Parts and Why They Matter 
Sue Bottom 

Published by the St. Augustine Orchid Society 

 

Orchid flowers have three outer and three inner flower 
parts. The outermost flower parts are the sepals, the 

dorsal sepal at the top of the flower and the two 
lateral sepals at the bottom of the flower. The 
innermost flower parts are the petals, consisting of 
the two petals on either side of the flower and the lip 
or labellum usually at the base of the flower. The lip 
is a modified petal and often the most striking part of 
the flower. It is very different from the other two 
petals and plays an important role in pollination, often 
serving as a landing platform for insects. 

Member Plant Sales Table 
Edie Gulrich 

Who doesn't like to make a little money or can't use 
an extra dollar or two in their pocket? Bringing in 
plants to be sold to other members and visitors can 
help the Society and put some $$$ in your pocket.  

Look for those duplicate plants or divisions and 
share the joy of orchids making a little change in the 
process. Besides it keeps me busy and helps our 
Society. See you in November. 

* * * 

The Need for Calcium 
Janet Roberson 

Well, I for one found a tremendous amount of 
interesting information in Alan Koch’s presentation 
last month called ‘Orchids 101’. Perhaps the most 
relevant to me was the inherent need for Calcium. 

Thus I set upon a journey and found there are 
many sources, but also discovered that most available 
at my normal supplier are powdered, or will dissolve 
in short order. This is okay for use when fertilizer is 
administered, but doesn’t meet my personal needs 
because I want to use something as a top dressing, 
or to be part of my potting mix so I don’t have to 
worry about it at all, or only on an annual basis. 

As a result, I went to a local feed store and looked 
at what they had available for consumption by laying 
chickens and found two products either of which will 
work perfectly for me. One is called oyster shell and 
the other is granite grit. They are shown here in five 
pound zip-lock bags and are less than $4.00, each 
including tax. 

 

* * * 
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into distinctive roots going off in 3 different directions. 
I had deliberately picked a base plate that was a little 
narrower than the roots, and positioned the manzanita 
so that a root hung out over each edge and one end. 
Angling the manzanita back at about 45 degrees, I 
screwed up from below into the manzanita with four 
counter-sunk 1 5/8 long #8 Torx head stainless steel 
screws and locked it firmly to the base while leaving it 
looking like it was suspended in the air with no visible 
support. I was very pleased when I found that this 
was strong enough to not need a brace, leaving it 
completely free; cantilevered in the air above the base 
plate, rooted to it but seeming to defy gravity. From 
the side, it gave me the impression of a super-sonic 
airplane, the Concord, just lifting off the runway. 

    

Finding three really good spots for the orchids, I 
fastened them in place with the usual screws and 
wires, using my smallest screws and taking extra care 
to position as many of them as possible under the 
edge of the moss for the cleanest possible 
appearance. The orchids, growing only 2 inches per 
year, will never outgrow this large mount, leaving 
much wood exposed for a good plant/wood balance. 

The sinuous free-floating wood mount and the dark, 
linear fan-shape of the orchids complemented each 
other beautifully. The finished mount proved very 
attractive from all sides, all the way around. This is the 
aim of sculptors working in the round, and is not easy 
to do. This mount sets a high standard that will be 
hard for me to beat in the future. 

 

 

ASCDA Blue Tahourdin ‘Bronze Grape’ 
Article and Photos by Dan Warren 

Over the years I have gotten many very nice things 
from the Opportunity Table, but this plant that I 
mounted is the best of them all. I was so impressed 
with the two identical, blooming Ascocenda Blue 
Tahourdin ‘Bronze Grape’ orchids I won at our July 
meeting, I bought another one from our Peter Lin of 
Diamond Orchids, who supplied the Table. Now I had 
three special orchids and needed a great mount for 
them. 

     

Fortunately, I had just the one: a very attractive 
mount I had made previously. It had an unusual piece 
of manzanita mounted in an extraordinary way. The 
wood had a lazy S shape, and flared out at the base 
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C/O JANET ROBERSON 
PO BOX 872 
LA HABRA CA  90633-0872 
ocosranger@twc.com 

562.697.7082 

Meeting Date – Wednesday, November 18th  

Suggestions & Contributions are greatly appreciated.      Information deadline is the 25th of each month. 

Upcoming Events Calendar 

November 11 – 15 AOS Members’ Meeting and AOS Fall 2015 Show ‘Winning with Orchids’ 
 The Atlantis Resort-Hotel-Spa-Casino, 3800 S Virginia St, Reno, NV 89502  
 Hosted by the Orchid Society of Northern Nevada – Information: aos2015@nnvos.org or 775.337.9162 

November 13 & 14 Carmel Orchid Society 3rd Annual Fall Orchid Festival – Info: www.carmelorchidsociety.org or 831.625.1565 
9 am to 4 pm Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula, 4590 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel CA  93923 

November 14 Hatfield Orchids will be selling Cymbidiums at Yamada Company, 706 West Gardena Blvd., Gardena 
10:00 am – 1:00 pm Potting demonstration at 11 am, Cymbidium problem evaluation and advice, and $5 virus testing, bring leaf in plastic bag 

November 14 – 10 am AOS Pacific South Regional Judging – The Huntington Library, Huntington Botanical Center, Lower level 

November 18th Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting 
Meeting 7:30 pm Speaker:  Harry Phillips of Andy’s Orchids - Subject:  The Perception & Reality of Growing Orchids 
 Plant table will be by the Speaker and he will have plants for sale 

November 20 Orchid Odyssey – San Diego Zoo greenhouse is open to the public – 10 am to 2 pm 

November 21 & 22 Orchid Soc. of Santa Barbara Fall Show & Sale ‘Orchid Obsession’ – Fleischman Auditorium, S.B. Museum of Natural History 
Sat. 10 am – 5 pm 2599 Puesta del Sol Road, Santa Barbara – Museum Admission: Adults $12, Senior and Ages 13-17 $8, Ages 3-7 $7 
Sun. 10 am – 3:30 pm Information:  805.967.1284; sboe@sborchid.com, or www.sborchid.com 

December 4 - 6 Andy’s Orchids Open House – 734 Ocean View Avenue, Vista 
9 am – 4 pm Information: www.andysorchids.com 

December 5 & 6 Casa de las Orquideas Annual Open House, 170 S. Nardo Avenue, Solana Beach, CA  92705 
9 am – 4 pm Information: www.orquideas.com, casa@orquideas.com,  or 858.755.7572 

December 5 & 6 Sunset Valley Orchids Open House – 1255 Navel Place, Vista 
9 am – 4 pm Saturday is taco day from 11 – 2 – Information: www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 

December 7th Orange County Orchid Society – Board Meeting 
7:30 pm at the home of Nohline L’Ecuyer 

December 12 – 10 am AOS Pacific South Regional Judging – The Huntington Library, Huntington Botanical Center, Lower level 

December 16th Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting – Potluck – Christmas Program Gift Exchange 
Meeting 7:30 pm Speaker:  George Hatfield -  Subject:  Pendulous Cymbidiums 

December 18 Orchid Odyssey – San Diego Zoo greenhouse is open to the public – 10 am to 2 pm 

December 19 Hatfield Orchids will be selling Cymbidiums at Yamada Company, 706 West Gardena Blvd., Gardena 
10:00 am – 1:00 pm Potting demonstration at 11 am, Cymbidium problem evaluation and advice, and $5 virus testing, bring leaf in plastic bag 
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 Dendrobium– First Place 
 Dendrobium Unknown – Tim Roby 

 

   
 Phalaenopsis – First Place Paphiopedilum – First Place 

 Phalaenopsis White Queen – Norman Holtkamp Paphiopedilum Maudiae ‘The Queen’ – Bob Laughlin

Plant Judging Pictures 
photos by Janet Roberson 
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 Botanical – First Place Oncidium – First Place 

 Pleurothallis grobyi – Nohline L’Ecuyer Oncidium Space Pow – Norman Holtkamp 

 

   
 Small Laelia – First Place Large Laelia – First Place & Judges’ Award 

 Lc. Floralia’s Azul ‘Sandra’ – Bob Laughlin Blc. Blue Grotto– Una Yeh

Plant Judging Pictures 
photos by Janet Roberson 
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 Species – First Place & Cultural Award Vandacious – First Place 

 Dendrochilum magnum – Bob Laughlin Angracum florulentum x eburneum – Barbara Olson 

 

   
 Novelty Cymbidium – First Place Novice – First Place 

 Cymbidium No Name – Anne-Line Anderson Neofinetia falcata x sib. (‘Shutenno’ x ‘Koto) – John Cox 

Plant Judging Pictures 
photos by Janet Roberson 
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Stanhopes oculata - Blooming for the first time since I've had it, maybe 5 years. I did repot it last year and it began to grow. 
Same spike – before they open and after they open. 

Picture Sharing 
photos by Jan Hennessey 
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Trying a new lighting pattern 

Picture Sharing 
Photo by Dan Warren 
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This is an different approach to the wrong people parking in handicapped spaces in Italy. 

The video clip is here - https://www.facebook.com/videovirale/videos/1713415118886053/ 
 

    
 
 

    
 
 

    

Shared 
by Dan Warren 
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Fliers and Information for Upcoming Events 
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Fliers and Information for Upcoming Events 
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Fliers and Information for Upcoming Events 
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