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society. This old gentleman only grew 
species orchids, and on seeing the 
wonderful variation of the plants and 
flowers, I was hooked on species. 

In 1980 I made my third trip to the 
Philippines, and this time I brought back 
a selection of species I had purchased 
from around the country. All were 
without names. Most of them, when 
they flowered, were able to be 
identified, but a small percentage 
remained unidentified. 

This started me collecting information on 
Philippine orchids, which in time became 
a database. 

A chance meeting with Dr. Mark 
Clements, from the Royal Botanic 
Gardens in Canberra, started me on the 
road to naming species by myself.  

Since then I have named over 40 
species, by myself or with colleagues. 

 
Jim Cootes with Caleana major  

in the Royal National Park 

 

Speaker: James Cootes 

Topic: Orchids of the Phillipines 

My interest in orchids started when I 
was still in primary school, back in the 
late 1950s. On my way, to and from 
school, I would see Australian native 
terrestrial orchids in the spring and on 
occasions I would pick a bunch for Mum. 

In the early 1960s we moved to a 
more urban area and the orchids were 
forgotten. One afternoon in mid 1975 I 
went to a shopping mall on my way 
home from work and there was a 
combined Sydney orchid society show in 
progress. I spent several hours walking 
around in stunned silence. Later I 
walked into a book shop and there was 
a book, about growing orchids in the 
Sydney region, which I purchased 
immediately and read from cover to 
cover, several times. 

The bug had bitten me again and 
within a few months I had built a 
greenhouse and a glasshouse. Initially I 
grew hybrid Cattleyas and some 
Phalaenopsis. 

A year or two later I went to the home 
of one of the members of a local orchid 

Dinner with the Speaker 

Anyone interested in attending the pre-
meeting dinner with James Cootes and 
Dana Seelig please call Dana at 
714.865.6165 for more details.  
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President’s Message 

Nohline L’Ecuyer 

When I took office almost a year ago, 
I wrote about how important 
volunteering within the Orchid Society 
is. At the April Board meeting, we will 
be establishing a Nominating 
Committee to come up with the slate 
of officers and directors for the coming 
year. Please, please, contact me if you 
would be interested in becoming more 
involved in the Orange County Orchid 
Society. As yet, we are unsure what 
positions, other than two Directors, we 
will need to fill; however, any and all 
volunteers will be gratefully accepted. 

We have such an exciting program 
leading up to the end of the fiscal 
year. In March we have James Cootes, 
visiting from Australia, who is going to 
speak to us about orchids from the 
Pacific Islands. It will certainly be lots 
of fun and really interesting. Should I 
challenge you to bring some Australian 
type snacks for the table? Hmm, 
Pavlova comes to mind. 

 
April will be incredibly exciting as we 

have our mounting and potting 
workshop. Wood is being prepared to 
have stands on which to mount your 
orchids. We have also increased the 
budget for purchasing individual plants 
and these will be sold to you at close 
to cost; we have to cover shipping and 
other expenses. We are hoping to get 
bigger sized plants that are not so 

finicky to handle. It will however be a 
fun evening. Right now I have a 
horizontal log planted with the Onc. 
Twinkle in full bloom which I mounted 
at a workshop 2 years ago. I can't wait 
until the log is almost fully covered by 
these gorgeous plants. 

Often we have plants at their 
absolute prime either before or after 
the meeting. I am not sure if you are 
aware that you can post photos of 
your blooming plants, questions or 
problems to our Facebook page. 

The address is:  https://www.facebo
ok.com/groups/723079571117930/ or 
you can search Orange County Orchid 
Society under Groups on Facebook. 
Please become active. 

Happy growing as we head into 
spring. 

Orchid 411 
Brenda Ward 

wardbrendar@hotmail.com 

Those who stopped watering the 
orchids in November, watch for 
the new roots/leaves and start 
watering again. 

 
Opportunity Table in February 

Opportunity Knocking 
Edie Gulrich 

We had a fantastic table last month 
with plants from Fred Clarke of Sunset 
Valley Orchids. 

This month, James Cootes (our 
speaker), hails from Australia. He will 
not be providing the Opportunity Table; 
our own Peter Lin will bring us some 
very nice plants.  

As many of you know, Peter 
specializes in little plants, so you can 
buy more tickets for more plants that 
fit into smaller places; he grows some 
very nice plants.  

Buy your tickets and support your 
Society.  

See you on the 18th. 

 
Novelty Cymbidium Competitor at the February 

meeting photo by Don Buist 

Visitors 
Candy Jester 

MEENAKSM S. GANESH 

KEN LEECH 

We Hope you enjoyed our 
February meeting and the talk 
provided by Fred Clarke of 
Sunset Valley Orchids on Aussie 
Native Dendrobiums and Their 
Cultivation. 

Member Plant Sales Report 
Darrell Lovell 

Plant sales for the month of 
February were a little slow. 

Of the nine plants offered, five 
were sold.  

I want to thank Alex Ramirez, 
Janet Roberson and Ed Wise for 
their donations. 

See you next month! 

**Missing Name** 
Janet Roberson 

Please note the Plant Judging 
placings from the February 
meeting listed on Page 3. 

Under the Novelty Cymbidium 
category we are missing the 
name of the owner of the plant 
that took Second Place. 

If your plant is named 
Cymbidium Khai Tango and took 
a 2nd in the Novelty Cymbidium 
category, please let me know 
who you are! 

We all acquire points toward 
the year-end awards by 
receiving a First, Second, or 
Third Place ribbon, or a Cultural 
Award at the monthly meetings. 

Don’t let the points for this 
plant be lost to you! 
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Reserve in Ecuador, on the west slope 
of the Andes near the Colombian 
border. They have asked us to help 
raise the money for the reserve. 
EcoMinga’s proposal to the OCA is 
available from a new ‘Dracula Reserve’ 
project page on our website; see 
http://orchidconservationalliance.org/
OCA/OCA_Dracula_Reserve.html. 

In its first phase the reserve will be 
324 acres in three properties, costing 
$88,000 in total. We have decided to 
try to raise half of that sum, or 
$44,000. The Rainforest Trust has 
agreed to match us 1:1, providing the 
second half. Thus the cost per acre to 
us individually is $136/acre. That is an 
incredible bargain. We should do our 
utmost to raise that sum quickly. 

 
The genus Dracula was once 

considered part of Masdevallia, having 
been separated only about 30 years 
ago. When a new road to Maldonado, 
Ecuador, was opened up it provided 
easy access to many new Dracula 
species. Collectors flocked there and 
Draculas were a huge hit in the orchid 
market. For the area where they were 
growing the ‘hit’ was more like the 
Indonesian tsunami; a big wave of 
death. Fortunately, recent fieldwork 
by Ecominga botanists and their 
colleagues have discovered several 
fairly intact areas that still remain and 
these are the areas targeted for 
protection in reserves. Some lower 
elevation properties have already 
been purchased. The properties 
targeted now for acquisition are at 
higher elevation with a different 
spectrum of species. On our ‘Dracula 
Reserve’ project page are images of  

(OCA New Project Continued on Page 4) 

Ribbon Judging Results 
February 18, 2015 Meeting 

Cindy & Rolland Taylor 

Standard Cymbidium 
1st Place  ............  Candy & Walt Jester 
2nd Place  ..  Tammy & Jamie Anderson 
3rd Place  ..................  Janet Roberson 

Dendrobium 

1st Place  ...................  Janet Roberson 
2nd Place  .......  Vergil & Marilyn Hettick 
3rd Place  ...........  Candy & Walt Jester 

Phalaenopsis 
1st Place  ....................  Jan Hennessey 

Paphiopedilum 
1st Place  .............................  Una Yeh 
2nd Place  ......................  Richard Hess 
3rd Place  ......................  Richard Hess 
Cultural Award  .........  Janet Roberson 

Botanical 
1st Place  .......................  Richard Hess 
2nd Place  ......................  Richard Hess 
3rd Place  ......................  Richard Hess 

Oncidium 
1st Place  .......................  Richard Hess 
2nd Place  ...........  Anne-Line Anderson 
3rd Place  ...........  Candy & Walt Jester 

Laelia Tribe (Small) 
1st Place  .......................  Richard Hess 
2nd Place  ......................  Richard Hess 
3rd Place  ..  Tammy & Jamie Anderson 

Laelia Tribe (Large) 
1st Place  ...................  Janet Roberson 
2nd Place  ..................  Janet Roberson 
3rd Place  ............................  Una Yeh 

Species 
1st Place  ...................  Janet Roberson 
2nd Place  ..................  Janet Roberson 
3rd Place  .........................  Joy Keyser 
Cultural Award  .............  Brenda Ward 

Vandacious 
1st Place  ....................  Jan Hennessey 
2nd Place  ............................  Una Yeh 
Cultural Award  ..........  Jan Hennessey 

Novelty Cymbidium 
1st Place  .............................  Una Yeh 
2nd Place  .....  **UNKNOWN OWNER** 
3rd Place  ............................  Una Yeh 
Cultural Award  ...................  Una Yeh 

Novice 
1st Place  ........................  John R. Cox 

 

Judges’ Choice Award 
Dendrobium speciosum var. speciosum 

Owned by Janet Roberson 

 
Orchid Digest Cover from 1st Quarter 2015 issue 

Great ORCHID DIGEST Article 
Candy Jester 

What an intriguing title, “Ten Ways to 
Kill an Orchid!”  That really got my 
attention.   

Carol Siegel is a very knowledgeable 
and humorous writer, and shares a lot 
of valuable growing information with 
her readers in this three page article 
from the most recent issue of THE 
ORCHID DIGEST.   

Several “tongue in cheek” sub titles 
include, “Listen to What Everyone 
Tells You,” Buy Only the Cheapest, or 
the Most Expensive Orchids,” Buy 
Plants but Not Books,” and “Give 
Orchids as Gifts to Dog Lovers.” 

Siegel uses a humorous tone and a 
light handed approach to some serious 
pitfalls for the novice and intermediate 
orchid grower.  Her article is well-
worth reading several times.  I heartily 
recommend it to you. 

See Candy Jester at the Membership 
Table to check out this month’s OCOS 
copy of THE ORCHID DIGEST.  First 
come…. 

Orchid Conservation Alliance  
New Project 
Peter Tobias 

tobias@scripps.edu 
www.orchidconservationalliance.org 

Our raisón d’etre: is raising money to 
create and support orchid reserves. 

The Fundación EcoMinga is 
organising support for a new Dracula 
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(OCA New Project Continued from Page 3) 

nine of the species found in the reserve, including a 
stero pair of Dracula vampira. (To see this dracula in 
stereo, hold your face at a comfortable viewing 
distance and slightly cross your eyes until the 
images merge in the center. You may need to tilt 
your head slightly left or right to superpose the 
central images. If you are not used to doing this, it 
can be frustrating at first, but it is well worth some 
effort to see this orchid in stereo.) 

I hope every member will dig deep to help make 
this reserve a reality. You did it for Reserva Serra 
Bonita in Brasil, where we ended up enabling the 
purchase of 250 acres. Now we need to all pull 
together for this reserve. I know we can do this.  

    
Bulbophyllum carunculatum and Bulbophyllum echinolabiums 

Photographs by Roberta Fox 

So What’s with These Bulbophyllums, 
Anyway??? 
Edie Gulrich 

They’re very picky about their roots being disturbed, 
so it’s lots of fun when repotting. When repotting, be 
very careful in removing old potting mix and use 
tweezers if you can’t get it off easily. Sometimes 
watering makes it easier, sometimes being dryer, it 
just depends on the plant. 

Some like it shady, some like it sunnier, which 
makes for interesting placement in your growing 
area. My shadier ones hang under the edge of the 
shelving in my greenhouse, the ones outdoor get 
morning sun but not hot afternoon sun; some are 
shaded by the avocado tree or on the south side of 
the new greenhouse. 

Most like good air movement, but not a wind 
storm; this begs the question about watering. If your 
growing are gets a lot of wind, is it drying out your 
plants too quickly? If you don’t get even a slight 
breeze, does it keep them wetter? it is always a very 
good idea to know your area and always check your 
plants if you’re not sure. 

Who left the dirty gym socks in the growing area 
instead of the hamper? Oh, never mind, it’s the 

Bulbophyllum dearei.  Wow, look at the size of the 
flowers on the carunculatum and echinolabiums. 

So what is it with these orchids: challenging, 
beautiful, smelly (both good and bad) and always a 
joy to see them bloom. 

One last note, when someone comes up with a 
new way to grow and care for them, don’t jump in 
and change all of your plants for the new way. Use a 
lot of common sense and care. Remember, what 
works for one growing area and hobbyist may not 
work for you and yours. So, maybe try a plant or 
two and give them a complete growing cycle to see 
how they react. If it works for you and them, then 
go for it! Read, ask questions of the people you 
know who grow those particular plants and go 
forward with loving care and caution. 

Happy Bulbos to you!!!! 

 
The March 2015 AOS Corner 

Laura Newton 
Membership and Affiliated Societies Chair 

laura530@bellsouth.net 

The Webinar for this month: 

Ron McHatton will present-Pests and Diseases part 2 
- Orchid Diseases on Mar 25, 2015 at 8:30 
EDT/5:30PDT. (This webinar is open to everyone.) 

Ron McHatton, Director of Education of the 
American Orchid Society, will share information on 
the various kinds of diseases that can affect our 
orchid collections and how to manage them. No 
orchid grower is completely immune from the 
introduction of pests and diseases to their collection. 
This means that sooner or later we are all going to 
be faced with having to go to battle on some level 
with the forces of nature that have decided to infect 
our plants. Join us for this webinar and learn how to 
prevent and manage the diseases. 

The webinar lineup for next month: 

Greg Allikas - Cattleya lueddemanniana on April 
14, 2015 at 8:30pm EDT (This is a members only 
webinar.) 

Ron McHatton - AOS Greenhouse Chat on April 21, 
2015 at 8:30pm EDT (This webinar is open to 
everyone.) 

Are you aware that membership in the AOS gets 
you a 5% discount with the following vendors? Don’t 
forget to mention that you are an AOS member 
when you are making your purchases with these 
vendors to get your discount: Exotic Orchids of Maui, 
Krull-Smith, Orchid Doctor, Orchid Inn, Ltd, 
Seagrove Orchids, Sunset Valley Orchids, and 
Woodstream Orchids. 
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Reworking an Existing Mount 
Article and Photo by Dan Warren 

Many have asked me about reworking an existing 
mount, and at last I have the opportunity to do so. 
Each mount is different, and each rework is different, 
but a lot can be learned from looking at various 
mounted orchid reworks.  

This mount, Oncidium Sweet Sugar ‘Million Dollar 
Man’ on manzanita, was one of the first orchid mounts 
I made, and shows my inexperience at that time. The 
wood is attractively shaped and works beautifully with 
the Oncidium, but the effect is spoiled by a large piece 
of cork underneath the plant that detracts from the 
overall appearance. 

When I made this, I did not know how to get the 
plant off the cork safely, nor did I have experience 
with mounting directly to the wood, so I chose the 
easy way out and attached the cork to the wood. 

Next issue, I will rework this mount, removing the 
cork completely, and possibly even relocating the 
orchid. We will look at this step by step to show just 
how this can be done. 

If you have a mount whose plant has grown too 
large, whose wood has deteriorated, or some other 
problems has popped up over time, call or e-mail me 
and I will be glad to suggest ways it can be improved. 
If it is interesting enough, I might even rework it for 
you and feature it in a future edition of our Ranger. 

 

 

Howeara Lava Burst ‘Puanani’ 
Article and Photo by Dan Warren 

This is another small mount, being only 12” tall to the 
top of the wood. This is a Howeara Lava Burst 
‘Puanani’on a very attractive and unusual piece of pear 
wood. 

The wood has an unusual cross-section, being 
flattened and lobed instead of round. It is mounted 
horizontally for effect, with its one arching branch 
vertical. It has many changes of color and tone, with 
lots of different unexpected contours. It is not just a 
round piece of branch. This is the type of wood that 
makes a good mount: it is interesting and attractive. It 
has a 9 ½” long piece of 1x6 cedar fence underneath 
it for a base.  

Some remnants of bark remain on the wood, but 
where the bark has fallen off there are fine tracings in 
the surface of the wood left by some insect. These 
complement the fine, twisting shape of the roots 
themselves. With its small, red blossoms and small 
arching leaves, this intricate little mount invites a 
closer look. And it looks better the closer you get to it. 
You never run out of things to look at no matter how 
close you get. 

This mount is about one and a half years old, and 
still has its screws and wires holding the plant on. As 
fine as the roots are, it will be a while before I can 
safely remove the screws. With this in mind, and 
noting the small scale of the plant, I used very small, 
screws when mounting it, and matched the wires to 
the color of the moss to keep them as unobtrusive as 
possible. 

The orchid itself is very hardy and easy to grow and 
is well suited for mounting. This is a very attractive 
personal-size mount that can go anywhere you like, 
even to your office. And it takes up very little shelf 
space.  

I will now add a 16 gauge Galvanized wire for a 
hook and have a two-way mount that can be hung 
during the year and taken down and placed anywhere 
when in bloom. 



 

 March 2015 Orange County Orchid Society Page 6 

C/O JANET ROBERSON 
PO BOX 872 
LA HABRA CA  90633-0872 
ocosranger@twc.com 

562.697.7082 
562.697.0764 (FAX) 

Meeting Date – Wednesday, March 18th 

Suggestions & Contributions are greatly appreciated.      Deadline is the 25th of each month. 

Upcoming Events Calendar 

March 18th Orange County Orchid Society – Monthly Meeting 
Meeting 7:30 PM Speaker:  James Cootes (Australia) - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Cootes 
 Subject:  The Orchids of the Philippines 
 Plant table will be by Peter Lin 
 
March 21 Hatfield Orchids will be bringing plants to sell at Yamada Company, 706 West Gardena Boulevard, Gardena  90247 
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM Hands on potting demonstration at 11:00 am, and virus testing available for $5.00, per test 
 
March 27 – 29 San Diego County Orchid Society Show – ‘Around the World with Orchids’ 
Fri. 3 PM - 7 PM Scottish Rite Temple, 18958 Camino del Rio South, San Diego 
Sat. 9 AM – 6 PM Info: www.sdorchids.com or 760.529.2947 
Sun. 10 AM – 4 PM 
 
March 27 – 29 Andy’s Orchids Annual Spring Open House, 734 Ocean View Avenue, Encinitas   92024 
9 AM – 5 PM Info:  http://www.andysorchids.com 
 
March 28 – 29 Central Coast Orchid Show and Sale – South County Regional Center, 800 W. Branch St., Arroyo Grande 
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-5 Info: www.fcos.org or 805.343.2445 
 
April 6th Orange County Orchid Society – Board Meeting 
7:30 PM at the home of 
 
April 11 Hatfield Orchids will be bringing plants to sell at Yamada Company, 706 West Gardena Boulevard, Gardena  90247 
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM Hands on potting demonstration at 11:00 am, and virus testing available for $5.00, per test 
 
Apr. 29 – May 3 AOS Spring Members’ Meeting - Doubletree Lloyd Center, 1000 NE Multnomah Street, Portland, OR 97232 
 Hosted by the Portland Orchid Society and co-hosted by Cherry City Orchid Society 
 
April 15th Orange County Orchid Society – Annual Mounting / Potting Workshop Meeting 
Meeting 7:00 PM Lots of plants will be available for purchase and all the materials and help for mounting or potting will be included. 
 
April 18th Riverside-San Bernardino Counties Orchid Society Annual Orchid Auction 
Preview 11 AM Plymouth Village – Lower Level, 945 Salem Drive, Redlands, CA  92373 
Gavel Noon 
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 Standard Cymbidium – First Place Dendrobium – First Place 
 Cym. Claude Pepper ‘Pyes Pa’ – Candy & Walt Jester Den. speciosum var. speciosum – Janet Roberson 

 

   
 Phalaenopsis – First Place Paphiopedilum – First Place 
 Unnamed – Jan Hennessey Unnamed – Una Yeh 

 

   
 Paphiopedilum – Cultural Award & Judges’ Choice Botanical – First Place 
 Paph. fairrianum album x venustum album Ctsm. Rebecca Northern ‘Grapefruit’ 
 Janet Roberson (photo by Don Buist) Richard Hess 

Plant Judging Pictures 
photos by Janet Roberson 
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 Oncidium – First Place Small Laelia – First Place 
 Maxillaria desrauxiana – Richard Hess Pot. Rusescence x Slc. Tangereche – Richard Hess 

 
 

 
Large Laelia – First Place 

Blc. George King ‘Serendipity’ – Janet Roberson 

Plant Judging Pictures 
photos by Janet Roberson 
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 Species – First Place Species – Cultural Award 
 Rodriguezia decora – Janet Roberson Ludisia discolor Alba – Brenda Ward 

 

   
 Vanda – First Place & Cultural Award Novelty Cymbidium – First Place 
 Ascosenda Princess Mikasa – Jan Hennessey Cym. Yang Ming Jin – Una Yeh 

 

   
 Novelty Cymbidium – Cultural Award Novice – First Place 
 Cym. Da Xie Ling – Una Yeh Neo. falcata x sib. – John R Cox 
 (photo by Don Buist)

Plant Judging Pictures 
photos by Janet Roberson 



 

 March 2015 Orange County Orchid Society Page 10 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Pictures of Two of the Judging Plants 
photos by Don Buist 
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Fliers and Information for Upcoming Events 
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