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asked to describe how they have 
successfully grown the same plant. This 
is intended to be an educational, fun 
evening where everyone can learn and 
grow in our orchid knowledge. 

The evening will be organized as 
follows: 

A. Everyone who brings an orchid will 
be given a ticket, place your name 
on half of the ticket and place it on 
your plant. This is to ensure that at 
least one plant is discussed from 
individuals bringing orchids. We will 
go through all the tickets for at least 
one plant. 

B. You are invited to bring additional 
plants; these will receive a second 
set of tickets. We will do our best to 
get through all the remaining plants. 

C. Some plants may give the visual 
impression of a virus. These plants 
may be isolated or placed in plastic 
bags. 

During the meeting the society will 
offer 1 virus test performed on 1 plant 
for anyone who brings in plants. We will 
also have a limited number of test kits 
for sale after the roundtable. 

A. Virus Testing - You are invited to 
have ONE Plant virus tested. These 
plants will receive a 3rd set of 
Tickets. Write your name on the 
Ticket and place it on the plant. Be 
aware that testing will involve 
removing part of the Bloom, or a 
new leave growth, this is the 
recommended way to achieve the 
best results. 

B. Based on interest we may place an 
order for virus test kits, there will be 
more information on this at the 
meeting. 

Bring a note pad to take names and 
notes on other growers you may want to 
follow-up with after the meeting. 

Join us for a hands-on Orchid Culture 
evening. 

 

Special Activity 
Round Table Discussion 
Chaired by Dana Seelig 

Join us for a Round Table where you can 
bring your problem plants. We will have 
an open discussion about culture, how 
to grow a plant that someone else is 
having trouble growing. All of us have 
problem plants, and at the same time 
we also have plants we are extremely 
successful with. This is an opportunity 
for all of us to learn from each other. 

Bring 1 to 3 problem plants, they will 
be visually checked for insects and signs 
of virus. Plants will be placed in the 
center of the room. When we start, 
plants will then be randomly selected. 
The grower will then be asked to take a 
minute or two to describe their growing 
area and how they water/fertilize, etc. 
their plant. Members and guests will be 
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President’s Message 

Nohline L’Ecuyer 

 
Nohline during Awards Presentations 

At the beginning of last year, we did 
a quick and unexpected survey to 
find out what people wanted from 
our Orchid Society. 

The number one desire was - To 
learn about orchids - Over the past 
year, we have had some wonderful 
speakers who gave us all some very 
interesting information to absorb; we 
had plant judging and if you 
participated I am sure you learned 
about some new plants. We had a 
wonderful mounting workshop where 
we had lots of fun learning how to 
mount orchids. We had an amazing 
and very profitable auction where 
you got the opportunity to acquire 
some new treasures. We have had 
some bargains to be bought from the 
beginners table and plant sale table 
and some wonderful plants to be 
won off the opportunity table. 

Now all of this doesn't come 
together seamlessly without the 
great work done by our amazing 
Board members and volunteers. Did 
you know that one of our most 
active volunteers is 87 years old! It 
can be done folks. And so I will 
continue to badger you to step up 
and volunteer for our Society. We 
had a lot of fun last year and we 
hope to do the same this year. 

We had the opportunity to award 
The Orchid Digest Diamond Award to 
Janet Roberson for her outstanding 

contribution and volunteerism to the 
Society over the past 14+ years. 
What an amazing amount of effort 
she puts into the Society and we 
congratulate her on this award. 

 
Orchid Digest Diamond awarded to Janet Roberson 

This month, June, we are having a 
round table discussion with the 
opportunity to test your plants for 
virus as well as buy some virus test 
kits at cost. I showed you last month 
some of my problem children and I 
will be bringing these back for some 
help and advice. Just make sure you 
contain plants that you think are ill. 
We don't want to spread cootees! 

Dana Seelig and John Cox will be 
working hard to set up our schedule 
of speakers for the new year and we 
look forward to welcoming you into a 
new season of orchid growing. 

 
Janet Roberson receiving Diamond Award 

Meeting Activities 

We will be back to a normal 
meeting schedule and activities. 

We will have all the tables open. 

Opportunity Knocking 
Edie Gulrich 

Opportunity Knocking in more ways 
than one. Peter Lin will be providing 
plants for the opportunity table and we 
all know how great his plants always 
are. 

On a second note, you'll be able to 
check your plants for virus, if you so 
desire; that's definitely a bonus if 
you're not sure about your jewel of an 
orchid. 

See more Page 3 and Page 6 (Virus). 

 

Visitors 
Candy Jester 

CATHIE FORD 

ANNETA HALPERN 

MARY HOSTETLER 

KATHY OTTEN 

IRENE SRIBOONWONG 

We hope you enjoyed our May 
meeting and the presentation by 
Brandon Tam of The Huntington.  

We hope to see you again, 
soon. 

New Member 
Candy Jester 

CATHIE FORD 

So glad you joined. We hope to 
see you often! 

Additional Contributors to our 
2015 Auction 

 

 
Cal-Orchid 

James & Lauris Rose 
1251 Orchid Drive 

Santa Barbara CA  93111 
805.967.1312 

calorchid@cox.net 
www.calorchid.com 

 

 
Casa de las Orquideas 

The Batchman Family 
170 South Nardo Avenue 
Solana Beach CA  92075 

858.755.7572 
casa@orquideas.com 
www.orquideas.com 

 

When you need something new, 
try one of our supporters first! 
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Picture from website shown below 

Prickly Plant 
Vergil Hettick 

Last meeting someone brought in a 
really spiny plant to show and tell.  

I found the following web site to be 
of interest. 

http://www.robsplants.com/plants/spi
nysolanum.php 

The article shows spines, leaves, 
flowers and fruit of the six different 
kinds of spiny plants the author has 
grown. 

* * * 

 
Picture from Agdia website at www.agdia.com 

Does It, or Doesn't It??? 
Edie Gulrich 

That plant doesn't look quite right. Did 
I over or under water it; is it not in 
the right light; did I put it in the 
wrong mix; does it not get the right 
amount of airflow? What's wrong with 
it? 

It could be none of the above; 
maybe it has a virus, which in some 
cases is not readily visible. So, in 
June, when we have our round table 
workshop, you will have the 
opportunity to have that plant 
checked out.  

If you suspect that a virus may be 
the problem with your plant, please, 
put it in a plastic bag for the 
meeting and keep it away from other 
plants. 

Ribbon Judging Results 
2014 – 2015 High Point 

Winners 
Cindy & Rolland Taylor 

Please see photos on Page 6 

Standard Cymbidium 

Tammy & Jamie Anderson 

Dendrobium 

Bob Laughlin 

Phalaenopsis 

Tammy & Jamie Anderson 

Paphiopedilum 

Richard Hess 

Botanical 

Darrell Lovell 
Una Yeh 

Oncidium 

Janet Roberson 

Laelia Tribe (Small) 

Anne-Line Anderson 
Janet Roberson 

Laelia Tribe (Large) 

Janet Roberson 

Species 

Janet Roberson 

Vandacious 

Janet Roberson 

Novelty Cymbidium 

Bob Laughlin 

Novice 

John Cox 

Darren Seymour Award 
Overall High Points 

Janet Roberson 

Wow! Does everyone love a 
Special Raffle, or what? 

Candy Jester 
Membership Chair 

Thanks to those members who 
responded and stepped up with their 
$15.00 dues for the 2015-16 year. 
Including Life, Honorary, pre-paid, 
new, and renewing members, we now 
have a grand total of 51 members 
signed up for 2015-16 year. However, 
that is a far cry from the 89 members 
we ended with this May. 

Those of you who have not yet paid 
have another chance. Bring your 
$15.00, check or cash, to the June 
Meeting and receive two free Special 
Raffle tickets. A beautiful plant, the 
winning prize, could be your reward. 

As a reminder, please check your 
personal entry in this year’s Directory 
to make sure that all your contact 
information is correct. Please report 
any changes to Candy Jester or Janet 
Roberson. 

What a bargain! OCOS Membership 
is still only $15.00, a year for a family 
living at the same address. 

* * * 

 
image from http://www.epa.gov 

Orchid 411 
Brenda Ward 

Orchid Digest Representative 
wardbrendar@hotmail.com 

We all think safety first when we are 
using chemicals to treat our beloved 
orchids. However, don’t be fooled by 
labels. Many products are claiming to 
be organic and natural. We therefore 
assume that they must be safe. Be 
sure to READ the labels about its 
proper usage and toxicity level, 
especially if you have pets and/or 
young children. Curare is natural, but 
can kill. There are many natural 
products that are poisonous.  Just be 
careful. 

Have a safe summer. 

* * * 
(Does it, or Doesn’t It??? Continued on Page 4) 

(Virus) 
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We are offering one free testing to all attendees 
on a plant brought to the meeting, and you can 
purchase additional kits to take home for $6 each. 

The kits check for CymMV and ORSV, which stands 
for Cymbidium mosaic virus and Odontoglossum 
ringspot virus. These are the most common found, 
but not the only ones out there. Adgia has a variety 
of test strips, but these are the most common 
viruses. Again, if you suspect you have a virused 
plant, please wrap it and keep away from the 
other plants when you come to the meeting. The 
test takes only a few minutes.  

Thank you and I am looking forward to an 
educational evening. 

* * * 

 
Build Your Own Soda Can Solar Heater 

Found for us by Nohline L’Ecuyer 

It won't heat your whole house, but it will do a 
pretty good job keeping your garage, greenhouse, or 
other small area warm. 

The basic premise of the project is to build a 
simple box out of some 2x4’s, stack a hundred or 
two black-painted soda cans inside with some 
adhesive, and stick a vacuum hose on the end to 
direct heat into your house. You'll also need to drill a 
hole in the bottom of each can to direct the heat 
through the box, so a drill press or something similar 
would come in handy (since you will have to do it 
180 times). Other than that, you shouldn't need any 
other fancy tools. 

http://frame.bloglovin.com/?post=2255206995&blog
=11247677&group=0&frame_type=b – article and 
video, or 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FSQVGhn8KRU - 

the video alone. 

* * * 

 
Article and photos by Jan Hennessey 

Epidendrum parkinsonianum 
Jan Hennessey 

This white-flowered species discovered in Mexico in 
1887 produces heavy, spear-shaped leaves that 
hang down from slender, stem-like pseudobulbs. 
The spikes of one to three flowers last about three 
weeks and are produced from the base of the leaf 
where it joins the pseudobulb. This orchid looks best 
when grown on a slab of cork bark, where it will 
make copious aerial roots. It therefore requires a 
fairly cool and humid atmosphere. Indoors, it can 
become difficult to keep the plant moist enough for 
it to progress and grow well. This lovely, summer-
flowering species is fragrant at night, an indication 
that it is pollinated by night-flying moths.  

My plant has been mounted on a hollow piece of 
cork where the roots grow and I water and fertilize it 
from the top. I’ve had it for many years and blooms 
faithfully each year. It seems to love Costa Mesa. 

* * * 

 
Dana Seelig introducing speaker Brandon Tam 

(Does it, or Doesn’t It??? Continued from Page 3) 
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High Point Plant Judging Winners 2014-2015 

 
Nohline L’Ecuyer dispersing envelopes to the winners 

 
Anne-Line Anderson 

 
Tammy & Jamie Anderson 

          
John Cox                 Richard Hess 

        
Bob Laughlin                  Darrell Lovell 

           
Janet Roberson                     Una Yeh 

 

Brandon Tam – May Speaker 

 

Brandon Tam gave us an update on The Huntington 
and shared facts about Paphiopedilums, maps where 
they are found and interesting and beautiful pictures 
of many different plants. 

* * * 

 
Susan Scheffler shared this picture of a plant she 
mounted at the Mounting Workshop during our April 
meeting. You can see the size of the new growth and 
she says, “There are roots everywhere!” 

Send us pictures and tell us how your plants are doing. 

* * * 



 

 June 2015 Orange County Orchid Society Page 6 

(Virus) Testing Note 
Janet Roberson 

This June meeting is going to be the first of its kind 
for OCOS and we want to make it a big success and 
have as much time as possible for the Round Table 
Discussion portion. 

If you are planning on bringing in one plant for free 
virus testing, please try to be at the meeting by 6:30 
p.m. That way we can have all the testing out of the 
way by around 6:50 p.m. so we can start the Round 
Table promptly at 7:00 p.m.  

Also, if you would like to have additional plants 
tested, or would like to purchase some test kits to 
take home, they will be available at a cost of $6.00, 
each. Please plan ahead and come prepared with the 
exact change. 

* * * 

Meeting Activities 
Janet Roberson 

This month we are back into full swing on all tables 
and monthly activities.  

Membership this month will be in the capable hands 
of Peggie Berry, who will be renewing memberships 
and accepting new members. There will be an 
incentive of two free raffle tickets for a special 
drawing the same evening, for those paying their dues 
at this June meeting. 

Beginners’ and Gardeners’ Table will be taking 
donations and making them available for sale. 

Member Plant Sales Table will be offering member 
owned plants for sale and retaining 25% of all 
proceeds. 

The Library will have some books available to 
borrow. 

The Opportunity Table will finish the evening with 
some beautiful plants from Peter Lin. 

The Round Table should be a very interesting and 
informative opportunity for us all.  

I hope to see you there. 

* * * 

 

Mounting Lc. Jalapa ‘SVO’ x  
Slc. Love Fresh ‘SVO Ruby Lips’ 
Article and photo by Dan Warren 

Having a chance to get five very interesting and 
attractive-looking SVO orchids of the same cross, and 
really liking them, I bought them all. They seemed 
exceptional to me, and should make a very fine 
multiple plant mount. Their flowers were beautiful 
shades of red and gold, and the cross was made both 
ways, with one of the two orchids providing the pollen 
for one half of the plants and the other orchid 

providing the pollen for the other half of the plants. 
This should make a very interesting display showing 
some of the color range of this cross. 

The plants already show signs of abundant root 
growth, which is a really good sign for a prospective 
mount. When fully grown, the plants are expected to 
be about 8” tall, with flowers in large clusters of 10 or 
more. Very nice! 

Such interesting plants deserve a special mount, so 
I looked through my manzanita for a piece of wood 
that would show them to their best advantage, and 
found it. It’s a very dark piece of wood, so it will be a 
good contrast to the flowers, and it has a great 
shape. 

 

It is a very twisted piece of wood: twisted so much 
that it forms an almost complete circle at the top, 
with plenty of space to hold these 5 orchids. This 
circle is 27” off the ground, so the orchids will be held 
at a great height to be enjoyed. It’s a very sturdy 
piece of wood 2 ½” in diameter at the base, and 
tapering to 1 ½” in diameter at the top, taking some 
interesting side trips on the way. It is a great match. 

For such a large mount, the base needs to be very 
substantial, so I used a ¾” thick piece of exterior 
plywood 10” wide by 16 ½” long, already stained 
antique gray, and fastened it to the manzanita with 
three #8 x 1 5/8” long stainless steel screws from the 
underside of the base. 

When completed, the finished mount pleased me 
very much!  I feel it is one of the most beautiful 
mounts I have made to date. 

Unfortunately I did not get a picture of the flowers 
in bloom, but you will be able to see them next spring 
when they bloom again. 

* * * 
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April Demonstrators 
Janet Roberson 

In April, at the Mounting Workshop, we had three 
members who helped us all tremendously by giving 
demonstrations on mounting and potting. 

 

Dan Warren showed how some screws and wire could 
secure any size plant without worry of a loose plant. 

 

Edie Gulrich demonstrated mounting with moss and 
fishing line. 

 

Nohline L’Ecuyer made certain we had new pots and 
potting mix and demonstrated its preparation and use. 

 

   

Epicattleya Golden Sunburst ‘Exotic Orchids’ 
Article and photos by Dan Warren 

I am under the impression I made this mount just last 
year, but it may have been the year before. No matter 
when I mounted it, I am certainly glad I did! It is 
doing beautifully, in bloom again, and filling my entry 
hall with a heady and refreshing fragrance! And it 
seems to last forever! 

A cross between Lc Gold Digger and Encyclia rufa, it 
is extremely happy being mounted! It has put out 
large numbers of very long, healthy roots in all 
directions. I have never seen so many roots on one 
plant like this before. Some are as long as 13 inches! 
This is an eye-catching sight. 

It’s mounted on a very interesting and well-formed 
piece of manzanita that stands 18 ½” tall. Its cross-
section at the base is a 4” x 3 ½” oval, and its 
diameter at the top is 2 ½”. And it does some 
interesting things in the middle. 

It is mounted on a very substantial base: a ¾” thick 
exterior plywood 12” wide by 18” long, stained antique 
gray to blend in better. 

Finding I had two more plants like it already on hand 
and enjoying this one as much as I have been doing, I 
lost no time in mounting the other two. One is 
identical to this plant, a clone, and the other is a 
sibling of the same cross, but not a clone. All three 
plants have the same beautiful vibrant gold color and 
strong and delightful fragrance. 

With all three of these plants in my entry way, it is 
wonderfully fragrant! 

    

* * * 
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C/O JANET ROBERSON 
PO BOX 872 
LA HABRA CA  90633-0872 
ocosranger@twc.com 

562.697.7082 
562.697.0764 (FAX) 

Meeting Date – Wednesday, June 17th 

Suggestions & Contributions are greatly appreciated.      Information deadline is the 25th of each month. 

Upcoming Events Calendar 

June 13 – 14 51st Annual Los Angeles international Fern Society Fern & Exotic Plant Show & Sale 
9am– 4pm Los Angeles County Arboretum, 301 North Baldwin Ave., Arcadia – Info: www.laifs.org 

June 17th Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting – Virus Tests start at 6:30 p.m. 
Meeting 7:30pm Special Activity:  Round Table Discussion 

June 20 Orchid Society of Southern California Annual Auction –  
Viewing 1pm First Christian Church, Meeting Hall, 221 S. Sixth St., Burbank 
Gavel 2pm Info: www.orchidssc.org/ossc_auction.aspx 

June 24, 8:30pm EDT AOS Webinar – Members Only – Trending Phalaenopsis Novelty Hybridizing by Peter Lin 

July 10 Vanilla Orchids: Natural History & Cultivation by Dr. Ken Cameron, professor of Botany 
7:30 lecture Fellowship Hall Trinity Lutheran Church, 909 North La Cumbre Rd., Santa Barbara –  
 Info:  Santa Barbara Orchid Estate 

July 10 – 12 Cal Orchid’s Summer Hummer – 1251 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara –  
 Info: www.calorchid.com – 9am – 5pm 

July 10 – 12 Santa Barbara Orchid Estate Summer Open House – Guest Author: Dr. Ken Cameron, Vanilla expert 
Fri. + Sat. 8am – 5pm 1250 Orchid Drive, Santa Barbara 93111 
Sun. 9am – 4pm Information:  805.967.1284; sboe@sborchid.com, or www.sborchid.com 

July 10 – 12 Andy’s Orchids Open House – 734 Ocean View Avenue, Encinitas 
10am – 4pm Info: 888.514.2639 or www.andysorchids.com 

July 15th Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting 
Meeting 7:30pm Speaker:  Peter Lin - Subject:  to be determined 

July 24 – 26 Orange County Cactus & Succulent Society 2015 Summer Sale & Show 
 Anaheim United Methodist Church, 1000 S. State College Blvd., Anaheim –  
 Info: 714.331.9461 or occss.org - Fri. 10am – 5pm, Sat. 9am – 5pm, Sun. N-4pm 

July 25 – 26 Summer Show in the Park – San Diego County Orchid Society 
Sat. N-5pm Casa del Prado, Rm 101, Prado Bldg., Balboa Park, San Diego 
Sun. 10am-4pm Info: www.sdorchid.com 
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Print this form, fill it in and either mail it to the address at the bottom or bring it to the next meeting. 
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Sharing Pictures 
Bottles by Marilyn Hettick, Cactus by Dan Warren, and Scene by Rosa Laursen 
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Fliers and Information for Upcoming Events 
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Orange County Orchid Society  
  

 
 Meetings are the Everyone Welcome! 
 Third Wednesday 
 of Every Month 
 
 Member Ribbon Judging 
 7:00 PM 
 General Meeting 
 7:30 PM 
 
 Meeting Location: 
 Yorba Linda Public Library 
 Community Room 
 (Lower Level) 
 18181 Imperial Highway 
 Yorba Linda CA  92886 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 For more Information: 
 Nohline L’Ecuyer 
 orchids@nohline.com 
 714.491.6660 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Lc. Cholletiana 
 Picture taken 
 ‘After the Storm’ 

 


