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COVER PHOTO: Vanda Kenneth Roberts, grown by Janet Roberson. Writes Janet, “Vanda Kenneth Roberts is a 
cross between V. Paki and V. suavis that I purchased from Santa Barbara Orchid Estate in March 2013, from one of 
their $7.50 tables. It has been a tremendous grower because it has only taken four years to go from a small plant 

to over two feet tall with keikis coming out the sides at the base, each larger than the original plant when I 
purchased it. It enjoys the sun from sun up to sunset under 55% shade cloth; it is in the same place on the bench 
rain or shine, summer and winter. It has been one of my best success stories even though this is only the second 

year it has bloomed.” 
 

INSIDE COVER PHOTO: Vanda Kenneth Roberts. 
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Speaker: Roberta Fox 
A Look at Orchidwiz and 

Orchid ID Workshop 
For those of you who have 

Orchidwiz and struggle, this is a 
great tutorial. Roberta will give a 
brief “tour” of Orchidwiz, probably 
the best single orchid reference you 
can own. This will be an opportunity 
for you to learn more about YOUR 
plants. Please bring tags from plants 
you’d like to learn more about. If 
you have a tag with just a cross 
listed, let’s see if it has been recently 
registered. (We often get plants 
from raffle tables supplied by local 
breeders just listing the parents—
they don’t go back and change the 
tags when the cross gets a 
registered name). 

Or, we can look at the pedigree of 
a complex hybrid. The cattleya  

group is particularly interest
we all have plenty of mini
among others.

in a wide range of habitats.
what is in a plant’s background can 
give valuable information about 
culture, ideal potting times
blooming times. Particularly if you 
have something that is not doing as 
well as you’d like, this information 
can give you valuable cultural 
information.
the problems than
that “just grow.”
a tag that
perhaps some letters have faded or 
been obliterated
broken. 
for 
good gue
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Anyone interested in a pre-
meeting dinner with Roberta 
please meet at the Blue Agave 
restaurant (just around the 
corner from the library) for 
dinner at 5:40 pm. 

 
group is particularly interesting, and 
we all have plenty of mini-Catts, 
among others. 

Cattleyas and their relatives grow 
in a wide range of habitats. Knowing 
what is in a plant’s background can 
give valuable information about 
culture, ideal potting times, and 
blooming times. Particularly if you 
have something that is not doing as 
well as you’d like, this information 
can give you valuable cultural 
information. (We learn more from 
the problems than from the ones 
that “just grow.”) Or, say you have 
a tag that is difficult to read; 
perhaps some letters have faded or 
been obliterated, or the tag has 
broken. It is often easy to search 
for just part of a name, and make a 
good guess as to what the rest of it 
is. So, bring it in, let’s take a look! 
What you gain from this part of the 
program depends on the questions 
that you ask. 
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Board Update
Candy Jester and Connie Ray

On behalf of the OCOS Board, is with sincere regret that we announce 
the resignation of President Edie Gulrich
taking some time off for personal reasons, but we hope to see her back 
again soon at our meetings. 

Meanwhile, the OCOS Board is functioning as a team to further all the 
aims of this outstanding Orchid Society, and to fill the 
opened up. Currently Dana Seelig, long
chairing the monthly meetings. Thank you for your understanding.

If you have any questions, please contact our Corporate Secretary, 
Connie Ray. 
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August Meeting: 
This Month’s Activities 

 
There will be no Culture Class 

this month. Other than that, this 
month’s meeting will be on a 
standard schedule, with the 
following tables and activities in 
action: 

Plant Judging 
Member Plant Sales Table 

Library 
Beginners’ & Gardeners’ Table 

Speaker 
Membership Table 
Opportunity Table 
Refreshment Table 

 
Please bring snacks to share on 

the table with everyone. Looking 
forward to seeing everyone at this 
meeting. 

 

Angeles County Arbore
Arcadia when I was kid; s
interested to
might have. Granted this was 
August, so there was very little 
going on in the heat of 
arboretum’s small greenhouse. They 
do have a large vanilla orchid (not in 
bloom) and a couple of vandas with 
blooms that were somewhat past 
th
plant that caught my eye was 
unmarked, and I couldn’t identify 
this pretty, shyly drooping yellow 
flower with the brown lip. Can you?

Board Update 
Candy Jester and Connie Ray 

is with sincere regret that we announce 
e resignation of President Edie Gulrich as of July 22, 2017. Edie is 

taking some time off for personal reasons, but we hope to see her back 

Meanwhile, the OCOS Board is functioning as a team to further all the 
aims of this outstanding Orchid Society, and to fill the positions that have 
opened up. Currently Dana Seelig, long-time Vice President, will be 
chairing the monthly meetings. Thank you for your understanding. 

If you have any questions, please contact our Corporate Secretary, 

January 201
Commercial Supporters

Andy’s Orchids

734 Ocean View Avenue
Encinitas CA  92024

info@andysorchids.com
http://www.andysorchids.com

James & Lauris Rose
1251 Orchid Drive

Santa Barbara CA  93111

calorchid@cox.net
www.calorchid.com

Calwest Tropical Supply

7621 Fair Oaks Blvd. Unit C
Carmichael CA 95608

jon@calwesttropical.com
http://calwesttropical.com

Diamond Orchids

by appointment only
834 Featherwood Drive
Diamond Bar CA  

minicatt99@yahoo.com
www.diamondorchids.com

Many thanks to our loyal 
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Orchid Hunting in Arcadia 

Janet Wilson 
I probably last went to the Los 

Angeles County Arboretum in 
Arcadia when I was kid; so I was 
interested to see what orchids they 
might have. Granted this was 
August, so there was very little 
going on in the heat of this 
arboretum’s small greenhouse. They 
do have a large vanilla orchid (not in 
bloom) and a couple of vandas with 
blooms that were somewhat past 
their prime. Unfortunately, the one 
plant that caught my eye was 
unmarked, and I couldn’t identify 
this pretty, shyly drooping yellow 
flower with the brown lip. Can you? 

 

 

January 2017 Auction 
Commercial Supporters 

 

 
Andy’s Orchids 

Andy Phillips 
734 Ocean View Avenue 

Encinitas CA  92024 
888.514.2639 

info@andysorchids.com 
http://www.andysorchids.com 

 

 
Cal-Orchid 

James & Lauris Rose 
1251 Orchid Drive 

Santa Barbara CA  93111 
805.967.1312 

calorchid@cox.net 
www.calorchid.com 

 

 
Calwest Tropical Supply 

Jon Robbins 
7621 Fair Oaks Blvd. Unit C 

Carmichael CA 95608 
800.301.9009 

jon@calwesttropical.com 
http://calwesttropical.com 

 

 
Diamond Orchids 

Peter Lin 
by appointment only 

834 Featherwood Drive 
Diamond Bar CA  91765 

909.573.6751 
minicatt99@yahoo.com 

www.diamondorchids.com 

Many thanks to our loyal 
supporters. 
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Ribbon Judging Results 
July 19, 2017 Meeting 

Anne-Line Anderson and Tim Roby 
Standard Cymbidium 

1st Place ............................... Brenda Ward 

Dendrobium 
1st Place ................................ Jim Wheeler 
2nd Place ............................... Jim Wheeler 
3rd Place ................................ Bob Laughlin 

Phalaenopsis 
1st Place .................... Anne-Line Anderson 
2nd Place ............................... Bob Laughlin 
3rd Place ................................ Bob Laughlin 
Culture ....................... Anne-Line Anderson 

Paphiopedilum 
1st Place .............................. Barbara Olson 
Culture ................................. Barbara Olson 

Botanical 
1st  Place .............................. Darrell Lovell 
2nd Place .............................. Darrell Lovell 
3rd Place .................... Anne-Line Anderson 

Oncidium 
1st Place ................................ Jim Wheeler 
2nd Place ............................... Bob Laughlin 
3rd Place ................................ Jim Wheeler 
Culture  .................................. Jim Wheeler 

Laelia Tribe (Small) 
1st Place ................................ Jim Wheeler 
2nd Place ........................... Janet Roberson 
3rd Place ....................................... Y.S. Farn 

Laelia Tribe (Large) 
1st Place ............................ Janet Roberson 
2nd Place ...................................... Y.S. Farn 
3rd Place .............................. Barbara Olson 

Species 
1st Place ............................ Janet Roberson 
2nd Place ............................... Bob Laughlin 
3rd Place ............................ Janet Roberson 
Culture ............................... Janet Roberson 

Vandacious 
1st Place ............................ Janet Roberson 
2nd Place ............................... Jim Wheeler 
3rd Place ....................................... Y.S. Farn 
Culture ............................... Janet Roberson 

Novelty Cymbidium 
No entries 

 
Outstanding Orchid  

of the Month 
Vanda Kenneth Roberts 

Grown by Janet Roberson 

 

 August 2017 Orange County Orchid Society  Page 3 

Monthly Orchid Judging 
Anne-Line Anderson 

Got Blooms? 
If your plant decides to bloom 

between meetings, or is too big to 
tote around, send me photos. 
We’re always looking for what our 
members are growing. 

Send photos along with the 
name of the plant, and we’ll put 
them in the Ranger. Other people 
will want to know how you grow 
the plant, so if you can add a few 
words about that, so much the 
better. 

The easiest way is to email 
photos and text to ocos.ranger16 
@gmail.com. 

 

I would like to remind everyone 
that to be on time with the program 
at our monthly meetings we must 
start the orchid judging promptly at 
7 pm. If you arrive late, you may still 
display your plants in the “Just for 
Show” section, and you will receive a 
raffle ticket for each plant. 

It would be very helpful to have 
more members help with the 
meeting setup starting at 6 pm. We 
need to bring all the necessary 
tables and chairs out of the storage 
area before we can get the judging 
tables ready. We do aim to have 
everything set up for you to start 
displaying your plants at 6:30 pm, 
but this requires that we have 
enough help setting up. 

I would also like to comment on 
two judging groups that seem to 
create some confusion: Species and 
Botanical. As explained in our rules, 
plants entered in the Species group 
should be plants that belong to one 
of the Primary groups. The reason 
for this is that species orchid are 
often much less showy than their 

hybrid relatives. A 
good example 
would be a species 

Phalaenopsis 
compared to the 
flashy new hybrids. 
But a grower may 
still choose to put a 
species orchid in 
the Primary section 
for judging. That is 
why the placards 
for all the primary 
groups say “Species 
& Hybrids”. All 
orchids that do NOT 
belong to one of 
the Primary groups 
should be entered 
in the Botanical 
group. 

We are very 
fortunate to have so 

many great plants at our meetings. 
But this means that the judging 
setup is a very busy time, and as 
much as Tim and I like to make sure 
that plants are placed in the correct 
group, that is not really our 
responsibility. So please do your 
research ahead of time so that you 
place your plants in the correct 
group for judging. 
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Peter Lin shared this photo from Japan. These are neofinitias covering a tree. 

July Meeting Highlights 
Peter Lin presented a dazzling array 

of blooms in the world of compact 
vandaceous species and hybrids. There 
are many small treasures in a group 
that most people associate with huge, 
rambling plants. 

In addition to the great flower 
photos, Peter shared slides showing 
how he repotted those rambling 
roots. His growing area (dubbed the 
“House of Mini Vandas”) showed 
what you can do to grow humidity-
loving plants in drier parts of Orange 
County. 
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Lots Happening: Let’s Grow Together 
Janet Roberson 

This year is just starting, and the 
rest of the Board and I are very 
much looking forward to initiating 
some interesting and innovative 
ideas to make our Society ‘The’ 
place to have fun and learn about 
our wonderful hobby. 

However, to do this, we need 
some happy and helpful members to 
join in with their organizational skills 
and help us mold these new 
concepts. 

Here are some of the positions we 
will be looking to fill, or to have 
shared among a group of people. 

 
Beginners’ and Gardeners’ Table 

Tim Roby has taken on co-
chairing the Judging with Anne-Line 
Anderson and really has no time to 
be co-chairing the B&G Table. It is a 
wonderful opportunity to meet 
members and visitors, alike, and see 
an amazing array of different types 
of plant life. There will be plenty of 
help with pricing the donations for 
this table until you feel comfortable 
with that, as well. 

 
Member Plant Sales Table 

Rosa Laursen has just recently 
taken over this table and things are 
picking up nicely. The members 

bring in plants and 
make a 25% donation 
to the Society on 
anything that sells. It 
is quite rewarding 
making members and 
visitors happy with 
their new acquisitions 
at usually very 
reasonable prices. Two 
members on this table 
would be ideal. 

 
Show Chairperson 

We hope to get 
geared up with a Show 
Chairperson to lead us 
into the future by 
showcasing our 

wonderful member-owned plants in 
a few local shows we have our 
sights on for next year. The 
committee is pretty much in place, 
needing an imaginative and intuitive 
person to create the vision.  
 
Auction 

Our auction in January should be 
tons of fun. We already have one 
co-chair (Anne-Line Anderson) who 
will need a partner to have 
everything “tuned up and running 
smoothly.” 

 
Mounting Workshop 

The Mounting Workshop is 
looking for a co-chair to organize the 
evening activities with Co-Chair Dan 

Warren. It is a tremendous evening 
of fun and camaraderie with some 
inspiring mounts leaving by 
meeting’s end. 

 
Field and Bus Trips 

We are looking into possible field 
and bus trips. If this interests you 
and you enjoy organizing, we would 
love to talk with you and we could 
start looking into destinations. 

 
Inviting Speakers 

We are always looking for 
interesting and informative speakers, 
so if you know someone who might 
consider talking with us, or find 
someone new, please let us know.  

This is our Society and it is what 
we make it. I vote we have fun this 
year! Let’s all participate. 

 
*** 

Impressive Stanhopea 
Janet Wilson 

 
I’d seen photos of stanhopea 

flowers, but nothing prepared me for 
Stanhopea tigrina at the July 
meeting: An impressive bloom 
because of its shape and color alone, 
this flower was also the size of a 
tennis ball. And it only lasts a day, 
according some articles. 

These plants are best in hanging 
baskets, as shown here, since the 
flower spikes hang down. The spikes 
also can poke out the side of the 
basket, so a clay pot just won’t do. 

Thanks, Darrell, for bringing in 
such a treat! 
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Call for Ideas: 
Plants for Beginners 

Janet Wilson 
If you have a favorite plant—the 

one that got you hooked on orchids—
I’d like to hear about it. Call me, drop 
me an email, write me a note—
whatever works for you. Just tell me 
your “favorite orchid for beginners” and 
why you would suggest it to a friend 
who wants to start growing these 
captivating plants.  

With Heat and Humidity  
Come Pests 
Janet Wilson 

 
 

When I saw some odd spots on a 
cymbidium, I wasn’t sure what they 
were. They were very small, the 
largest would have fit neatly into the 
capital letter “O” on this page. At 
first I thought something had eaten 
through the leave. But I could flick 
them off easily, so I took some 
alcohol on a q-tip and swabbed 
them. (Always use the alcohol 
typically labeled rubbing alcohol or 
isopropyl alcohol. Other kinds will 
harm plants.)  

The dots came off easily, so I’m 
pretty sure they were scale. Either 
they were young, or had already 
died and partially dehydrated in the 
weekend’s heat. Or they were of a 
different kind; I’ve read that scale 
can be very small, like those 
pictured here. 

I later found some large, white, 
fuzzy mealy bugs on an oncidium in 
a south facing window. And I’m sure 
I’d looked at that plant recently; I 
had hand watered and inspected 
everything in the window the 
weekend before. 

I’m not sure whether scale like 
humidity. But it stands to reason 
that we may see unusual pests and 
plant diseases accompanying the 
unusual humidity we’ve experienced 
the last month. 

Which reminds me: I need to 
check the plants again this weekend. 
New eggs might have hatched, so 
these pests tend to return. 
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Phrag. Living Fire: What a Plant Can Tell You 
Janet Wilson 

The brighter the light, the deeper the red color of this striking 
Phragmipedium Living Fire. It supposedly likes wet feet. 

Two new growths (circled) were reaching 
much higher than the level of the first 
growth, shown by the red squiggly line. 

Last month, I won two plants 
from the Opportunity Table. One 
was a small vandaceous hybrid—the 
topic of Peter Lin’s talk—and the 
other was a rangy slipper orchid, a 
phragmipedium. 

I’m not sure why I wanted to try 
another slipper orchid. We have not 
had luck with our sole 
paphiopedilum: It has blasted buds 
twice, and we’re still trying different 
things to see if we can make it 
bloom. 

But I had listened carefully when 
Richard Hess presented on slipper 
orchids, a few meetings ago. During 
the presentation, he said, “I don’t 
know why more people don’t grown 
phrags—they’re really beautiful and 
actually easier to grow [than paphs]. 
They also take heat pretty well.” 

Given that bit of advice, I took 
Phrag. Living Fire home. A few days 
later, I took a good look at the plant. 
To me, it’s sort of like the mysteries 
that I am fond of reading and 
watching on TV: What clues are 
there as to the plant’s conditions and 
wants? 

This plant had two large growths 
and two intriguing smaller growths 
that looked quite healthy. And there 

were the tips of two 
other growth—
overall, a seemingly 
vigorous plant. The 
smaller growths, 
however, were high 
in the large pot—
actually a full inch 
above the bark. And 
there were many 
dark brown nubs 
underneath both. 

I’d seen the nubs 
before—nascent 

roots that had never 
quite gotten what 
they needed to grow 
out. Too dry 
perhaps? That was 
further confirmed by 

multiple posting in orchid forums 
about how this particular hybrid likes 
“wet feet.” One grower reported that 
her Phrag. Living Fire didn’t bloom 
until she started sitting its pot in a 
dish filled with an inch of water. 

But why were the growths so high 
out of the pot? I found a possible 
answer in an article by Leo Schordje 
(www.schordje.com). In “Culture of 
Phragmipedium Hybrids,” he writes, 
“In low light new growth will tend to 
climb more...”  

So that could be an explanation 
for the high new growths. Leo goes 
on to say that phrags “really do best 
somewhere between bright enough 
for a Cattleya and bright enough for 
a Vanda. In other words, half sun to 
three quarters sun, or 2,500 to 
7,000 foot-candles.” Wow; this was 
something I had not expected. 

Even though the media looked 
fine, I repotted the plant, in part 
because I wanted to see the roots, 
and also to put it into a smaller pot. 
The larger pot might have been an 
attempt to keep the roots cool. 
Instead, Leo suggests nesting the 
plant’s pot in a slightly larger clay 
pot. The air space between the two 
provide cooling insulation—more so 
if you set the pots in water, which 
the clay pot will absorb. 

I hope this means I’m getting 
better at looking for the clues in 
what a new plant tells me. We’ll see 
whether I can get this one to grow 
like the one picture. 

 
 

 
Two beginning growths (circled here) are 
another clue to a vigorous plant. The many 
brown nubs are roots trying to start but 
not quite getting there. 



c/o Janet Wilson 
PO Box 872 
La Habra CA  90633-0872 
ocos.ranger16@gmail.com 
562.694.5341 
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Meeting Date – Wednesday, August 16 

Upcoming Events Calendar 
August 16 Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting 
 Speaker: Roberta Fox, A Look at Orchidwiz and Orchid ID Workshop 
August 18 Orchid Odyssey – San Diego Zoo’s orchid greenhouse is open to the public – 10am – 2pm 
September 10 Orchid Odyssey – San Diego Zoo’s orchid greenhouse is open to the public – 10am – 2pm 
September 10 Southern California Orchid Species Society Annual Auction; preview and registration 12:30pm; Auction begins 

1pm; Kraemer Memorial Park, Backs Community Building, 201 Bradford Ave., Placentia.  
Info: www.socalorchidspecies.com 

September 15 Orchid Odyssey – San Diego Zoo’s orchid greenhouse is open to the public – 10am – 2pm 
September 16 – 17 South Bay Orchid Society Annual Show and Sale, South Coast Botanic Garden, 26300 Crenshaw Blvd., Palos 

Verdes Peninsula, CA; Sat. 9am – 5pm, Sun. 9am – 4pm. 
September 20 Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting 
September 23 – 24 Fascination of Orchids Show & Sale, South Coast Plaza Village, 1621 W. Sunflower Ave., Santa Ana, CA; near 

South Coast Plaza shopping center; 10am – 5 pm. Info: ocorchidshow.com. 
October 18 Orange County Orchid Society - Monthly Meeting 
October 20 Orchid Odyssey – San Diego Zoo’s orchid greenhouse is open to the public – 10am – 2pm 
October 20 – 22 “Orchid Artistry,” Third Annual International Huntington Orchid Show & Sale, 10am – 5pm, Huntington Library, 

Art Collections, and Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA 91108. Info: www.huntington.org. 
 

 



Orange County Orchid Society 
Plant Judging for July 19, 2017 
Photography by Janet Roberson 

 August 2017 Orange County Orchid Society Page 9 

   
 Standard Cymbidium – First Place Dendrobium –  First Place 
 Cym. Nathan Newman ‘Wm’ – Brenda Ward Den. Ruby Red – Jim Wheeler 
   
 

   
 Phalaenopsis – First Place Phalaenopsis – Culture 
 Dtps. Taida Pearl – Anne-Line Anderson Dtps. Surf Song ‘OX Gold Orange’ – Anne-Line Anderson 



Orange County Orchid Society 
Plant Judging for July 19, 2017 
Photography by Janet Roberson 

 August 2017 Orange County Orchid Society Page 10 

   
 Paphiopedilum – First Place & Culture Botanical – First Place 
 Paph. St. Swithin × J6 – Barbara Olson Stanhopea tigrina – Darrell Lovell 
   
 

   
 Oncidium – First Place & Culture Small Laelia – First Place 
 Brassia arcuigera – Jim Wheeler Slc. Life’s Melody – Jim Wheeler 



Orange County Orchid Society 
Plant Judging for July 19, 2017 
Photography by Janet Roberson 
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 Large Laelia – First Place Species – First Place & Culture 
 Blc. Waianae Leopard ‘Ching Hua’ – Janet Roberson Bulb. sp. (Cirrhopetalum Vietnam #5) 360 
  Janet Roberson 
 

  
 Vanda – First Place & Culture 
 Vandachostylis Lou Sneary – Janet Roberson 
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Flyers and Information for Upcoming Events 
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Flyers and Information for Upcoming Events 
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Flyers and Information for Upcoming Events 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 Everyone Welcome! 
 
 
 Meetings are the Member Ribbon Judging 
 Third Wednesday 7:00 PM 
 of Every Month General Meeting 
  7:30 PM 
 
  Meeting Location: 
  Yorba Linda Public Library 
  Community Room 
 (Lower Level) 
 18181 Imperial Highway 
 Yorba Linda CA  92886 
 
 Information: 
 www.OCOS.net 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Laelia purpurata ‘Sanbar Misty’ 

 

Orange County Orchid Society 


